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A  tribute  to  MR.  DWIGHT  F.  LANE  for  his  faithful  and 
conscientious  services  to  the  Town  of  Dighton  for  55 
years  from  1897  until  his  retirement  in  March,  1953. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR  1952 


Selectmen,  Board  of  Welfare  and  Board  of  Health 

EARLE  M.  SMITH,  Chairman,  Board  of  Selectmen 
Board  of  Public  Welfare  and  Board  of  Health 
P.  0.  North  Dighton,  Mass.  — Tel.  Taunton  3-3343 

WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES,  P.  0.  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  3021 
JOSEPH  REGO  SILVIA,  P.  O.  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  3273 

Town  Clerk,  Treasurer  and  Agent  of  Board  of  Health 

DWIGHT  F.  LANE,  P.  0.  Segreganset,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  4821 

Auditor 

RUTH  D.  LEEMING,  P.  O.  Segreganset,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  3431 

Town  Collector 

PERCY  SIMMONS,  P.  O.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Taunton  4-6465 

Assessors 

FRANK  R.  O'CONNELL,  Chai  rman 
P.  O.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 

Telephone  Taunton  2-0577 

RAYMOND  A.  HORTON,  P.  O.  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  2158 

HAROLD  M.  MENDOZA,  P.  0.  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  4861 
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Superintendent  of  Streets 

HENRY  P.  GOFF,  P.  0.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Taunton  2-3583 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY,  P.  0.  Segreganset,  Mass. 

Telephone  Dighton  3791 

Finance  Committee 

DR.  ARNOLD  E.  WORDELL,  Chairman 
CHARLES  W.  HARRIS,  Clerk 
WILLIAM  MARSDEN  G.  RUSSELL  HORTON 

ROBERT  H.  LEEMING  ELLIOTT  D.  COLE 

LOUIS  CONSTANTINE,  JR. 

School  Committee 

WYMAN  E.  HAWKES,  Chairman 
P.  0.  Segreganset,  Mass. 

CATHERINE  C.  CARR,  Secretary 
P.  O.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 

PETER  R.  TUTTLE,  Financial  Secretary 
P.  0.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 

ANTHONY  ANDREWS,  P.  O.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 
LAWRENCE  MENDOZA,  P.  O.  Dighton,  Mass. 
HERBERT  HOLT,  P.  O.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

JOHN  J.  ROLFE,  P.  O.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Taunton  2-0698 

Town  Nurse 

MRS.  ESTHER  BOWDEN,  R.N.,  P.  0.  Dighton,  Mass. 

Telephone  Dighton  2141 
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Moth  Superintendent 

GEORGE  W.  ROSE,  P.  O.  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  2551 

Tree  Warden 

HENRY  P.  GOFF,  P.  O.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Taunton  2-3583 

Forest  Fire  Warden 

DONALD  HATHAWAY,  P.  O.  Segreganset,  Mass. 

Chief  of  Fire  Department 

DONALD  HATHAWAY,  P.  O.  Segreganset,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  3791 

Chief  of  Police 

WILBUR  S.  MENGES,  P.  O.  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  3571 
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REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


The  Finance  Committee  has  met  monthly  since  its 
organization  meeting  for  the  current  year  which  was 
called  by  the  Selectmen.  There  has  been  nearly  100% 
attendance  at  each  of  these  meetings. 

The  purpose  of  the  meetings  has  been  to  consider 
the  appropriations  of  the  various  departments,  to  take 
any  necessary  action  on  overdrawn  accounts  and  to  re¬ 
view  the  articles  for  the  special  town  meetings. 

We  have  tried  to  be  of  assistance  to  the  Selectmen 
and  to  work  in  conjunction  with  them  on  their  many 
problems,  and  we  appreciate  the  cooperation  shown  to 
us  by  them. 


ROBERT  H.  LEEMING 
G.  RUSSELL  HORTON 
ELLIOTT  D.  COLE 
LOUIS  CONSTANTINE,  JR. 

WILLIAM  MARSDEN 

CHARLES  W.  HARRIS,  JR.,  Sec'y 

DR.  ARNOLD  E.  WORDELL,  Chairman 
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REPORT  OF  SELECTMEN 


To  the  Voters  and  Taxpayers  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

As  the  reports  of  the  Town  Treasurer  and  Auditor 
cover  in  detail,  the  finances  of  the  Town,  we  will  try  to 
review  the  other  items  of  interest  that  occurred  during 
the  year. 

Effective  as  of  February  8,  Marion  C.  Brown  re¬ 
signed  as  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Board 
of  Health  and  Marie  A.  Medeiros  was  appointed  suc¬ 
cessor,  on  a  part-time  basis.  We  wish  to  commend  Mrs. 
Brown  and  Mrs.  Medeiros  for  a  job  well  done. 

The  construction  of  a  natural  gas  pipe  line  through 
the  Town,  by  the  Algonquin  Gas  Transmission  Company 
was  completed.  The  amount  of  $468.00  was  received 
after  legal  fees  were  discounted,  for  the  grant  of  ease¬ 
ment  on  three  tracts  of  Town-owned  land  near  Oak 
Street. 

In  May,  the  resignation  of  Mr.  John  Cash  was  ac¬ 
cepted  with  regret.  Mr.  Cash  served  as  the  Civil  De¬ 
fense  Director  and  did  a  very  commendable  job.  The 
Town  was  very  fortunate  in  securing  the  capable  ser¬ 
vices  of  Mr.  John  Crawford  who  was  appointed  to  fill 
the  vacancy. 

In  June,  samples  were  taken  of  elm  trees  suspect¬ 
ed  of  having  Dutch  Elm  Disease.  Reports  received  in¬ 
dicated  that  10  trees  were  afflicted  with  the  disease. 
Hixon  Tree  Company  was  authorized  to  remove  the  trees 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
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The  new  Elementary  School  was  completed  and 
opened  in  September  for  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term. 

The  three  vacant  schools  were  burned  back  to  the 
Town  by  the  School  Committee.  The  North  Primary 
School  was  rented  to  the  Mount  Hope  Finishing  Com¬ 
pany  for  office  space  until  April  15,  1953. 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  express  our  appreciation 
to  all  officials,  employees  and  citizens  of  the  Town  for 
their  cooperation  during  the  year. 

EARLE  M.  SMITH,  Chairman 
WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES 
JOSEPH  REGO  SILVIA 

Selectmen  of  Dighton 


REPORT  OF 

THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 

To  the  Citizens  of  Dighton: 

The  new  Disability  Assistance  Category  of  relief 
which  became  effective  as  of  November  1,  1951,  under 
Chapter  118D,  was  added  to  the  department  and  the 
year  began  with  one  active  case.  During  the  year,  seven 
cases  were  added  and  total  expenditures  for  eight  recip¬ 
ients  amounted  to  $5,178.26.  Since  the  Disability  As¬ 
sistance  program  is  under  the  Social  Security  Act,  as 
well  as  the  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  and  Old  Age  As¬ 
sistance  categories,  Federal  and  State  reimbursements 
are  received,  which  is  a  considerable  help  to  our  town 
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appropriations  and  expenditures.  One  of  the  1952 
amendments  to  the  Social  Security  Act  provided  for  an 
increase  in  the  Federal  participation  on  assistance  pay¬ 
ments.  This  amendment  became  effective  October  1, 
1952.  However,  since  reimbursements  are  in  arrears, 
this  change  has  had  very  little  effect  on  town  finances 
this  year,  but  will  prove  to  be  more  helpful  in  the  future. 

Under  Aid  to  Dependent  Children,  seven  cases  rep¬ 
resenting  16  children  were  aided,  and  total  expenditures 
amounted  to  $7,419.28.  This  account  showed  a  sub¬ 
stantial  town  balance  for  the  reason  that  the  case  load 
decreased  for  several  months  and  we  are  pleased  to 
report  that  medical  aid  to  recipients  was  unusually  low. 
However,  the  year  ended  with  seven  active  cases. 

Expenditures  for  Old  Age  Assistance  amounted  to 
$44,097.68  for  aid  to  60  cases  during  the  year,  and  in 
addition  six  cases  having  a  legal  settlement  in  this  town, 
and  residing  in  another  city  or  town. 

The  Welfare  category  aided  13  cases  representing 
38  persons,  and  in  addition  five  Dighton  settled  cases, 
residing  in  another  city  or  town.  Total  expenditures  for 
the  year  were  $4,606.08. 

The  Taunton  Greyhound  Association  contribution 
of  $500.00  to  the  Dighton  Christmas  Basket  Fund  was 
gratefully  acknowledged  and  appreciated.  This  fund 
provided  gifts  to  77  needy  cases,  and  in  behalf  of  these 
recipients,  we  extend  our  "sincere  thanks"  to  the  Taun¬ 
ton  Greyhound  Association. 

Our  appreciation  is  expressed  to  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Welfare  District  #5,  for  assistance  and 
courtesies  rendered. 
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On  February  8,  1952,  Bella  M.  Boucher,  Social 
Worker,  was  transferred  from  a  part-time  to  full-time 
basis,  to  perform  all  duties  in  the  Welfare  Department, 
due  to  the  resignation  of  Marion  C.  Brown,  Jr.  Clerk 
Typist.  The  office  of  Social  Worker  was  transferred 
from  the  home  of  Mrs.  Boucher  to  the  Town  Office  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  May.  The  Board  is  grateful  to  Mrs. 
Brown  and  Mrs.  Boucher  for  the  efficiency  in  this  de¬ 
partment. 

EARLE  M.  SMITH,  Chairman 
WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES 
JOSEPH  REGO  SILVIA 

Board  of  Public  Welfare 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

On  March  26,  the  Board  received  notice  that  the 
Dighton  Water  District  had  installed  an  all-weather  hy¬ 
drant  near  Beach  and  Pleasant  Streets.  This  was  for 
the  use  of  the  residents  to  whom  the  Town  had  been  sup¬ 
plying  water,  so  they  cauld  obtain  free  water  until  such 
time  as  the  water  system  could  be  extended  along 
Pleasant  Street. 

On  May  30,  Mr.  Peter  Connolly  resigned  as  Milk 
Inspector.  He  had  been  milk  inspector  for  about  20 
years  and  we  wish  to  thank  him  for  a  very  fine  job.  Mr. 
Henry  Crapo  was  appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Connolly. 

A  very  successful  Chest  X-Ray  program  was  spon¬ 
sored  in  July  by  members  of  the  Grange  and  other  volun¬ 
teers. 
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We  wish  to  thank  the  Dighton  Firemen's  Association 
for  their  service  to  the  Town  with  the  ambulance. 

The  condition  of  the  Town  Dumps  is  becoming  a 
health  menace  and  a  fire  hazard.  It  has  cost  the  Town 
$215.00  this  past  year  to  push  the  rubbish  back  with 
bulldozers.  We  believe  some  of  this  trouble  lies  in  the 
use  of  the  dumps  by  people  from  surrounding  towns  and 
cities.  If  any  citizen  seeing  an  outsider  trespassing 
would  report  to  the  Chief  of  Police  the  number  of  the 
trespasser,  we  believe  it  would  reduce  the  expense  of 
the  care  of  the  dumps. 

We  wish  to  extend  the  thanks  of  the  Board  to  Mrs. 
Esther  Bowden  for  a  job  well  done. 

EARLE  M.  SMITH,  Chairman 
WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES 
JOSEPH  REGO  SILVIA 

Board  of  Health 


REPORT  OF  COMMUNITY  NURSE 


To  the  Board  of  Health: 

Gentlemen: 

I  submit  the  following  report  for  1952.  My  work 
as  Community  Nurse  has  been  conducted  with  the  same 
program  as  previous  years.  Post  hospitalization  care 
ranked  highest  among  the  services  offered.  Other  ser¬ 
vices  offered  were  bedside  nursing,  emergency  treat¬ 
ments  and  first  aid,  injections,  and  aid  to  new  mothers. 
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Many  patients,  both  ambulatory  and  those  requir¬ 
ing  the  services  of  the  Dighton  ambulance,  were  taken 
to  hospitals,  clinics,  and  doctors'  offices  for  treatment 
in  Boston,  New  Bedford,  Fall  River,  Taunton,  and  Attle¬ 
boro. 


Dighton  can  be  proud  that  no  new  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  were  reported.  Let  us  hope  that  this  will  be  du¬ 
plicated  in  all  future  years.  Surely  the  high  attendance 
of  the  Chest  X-Ray  program  shows  that  our  citizens  are 
health  conscious. 

The  annual.  Pre-school,  Immunization,  and  Dental 
Clinics  were  well  attended.  Twenty-eight  children  atten- 
ed  the  Pre-School  Clinic.  It  is  encouraging  to  report  that 
more  children  one  year  and  under  attended  the  Im¬ 
munization  Clinic  and  a  larger  number  of  school  age 
children  received  a  booster-dose  of  double-antigen. 

Among  the  ma  iy  current  meetings  and  conferences 
which  I  attended  was  an  Institute  offered  by  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  State  Department  of  Health  on  Tuberculosis  at 
Lakeville.  This  ten-week  course  proved  both  interesting 
and  informative. 

\ 

I  have  been  fortunate  to  have  the  services  of  Miss 
Olive  McKinnon  of  the  Massachusetts  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

Again  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Town 
Officials  for  their  help  and  cooperation,  and  also  to  the 
community  organizations  for  their  generous  contribu 
tions  and  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


ESTHER  BOWDEN,  R.N. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Balance  in  Treasury  January  1,  1952 

$472,224.90 

Total  Receipts  during  the  Year 

434,702.57 

- 

$906,927.47 

Selectmen's  Warrants  paid  during  the  year  773,909.80 


Balance  in  Treasury 

December  31,  1952 

$133,017.67 

See  Auditor's  report. 

DWIGHT  F.  LANE,  Town  Treasurer 
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REPORT  OF  CEMETRY  FUND 


Amount  of  On  Deposit  Interest  Paid  for 
Fund  Jan.  1,  1952  Rec’d  Care 


Sarah  Babbitt  $ 

100.00 

$201.47 

$3.96 

Briggs  Lot 

125.00 

238.64 

4.54 

$7.00 

Mary  J.  Briggs 

100.00 

121.37 

2.38 

George  E.  Francis 

100.00 

154.64 

3.49 

Joseph  Gooding 

142.75 

1,172.1  1 

3.45 

2.00 

Truman  N.  Goff 

100.00 

133.99 

3.02 

George  H.  Horton 

100.00 

179.45 

4.06 

Nelson  Horton 

100.00 

162.01 

3.65 

Sylvan*us  Jones 

100.00 

194.43 

4.38 

4.00 

Josiah  R.  Talbot 

100.00 

144.03 

3.25 

Dr.  A.  J.  Smith 

150.00 

178.19 

1.79 

5.00 

Martha  L.  Smith 

50.00 

50.35 

.50 

Nathan  Walker 

100.00 

1  19.75 

2.39 

4.00 

William  Walker 

250.00 

306.65 

6.15 

6.00 

Williams  Lot 

100.00 

179.29 

3.60 

4.00 

Thomas  B.  Witherell 

100.00 

123.71 

2.79 

Benjamin  F.  Goff 

100.00 

134.90 

3.04 

Davis  W.  Francis 

100.00 

128.19 

2.89 

N.  Allen  Walker 

150.98 

303.37 

6.09 

10.00 

Oliver  P.  Simmons 

721.00 

721.38 

14.49 

17.18 

Francis  J.  Wheeler 

100.00 

120.48 

2.71 

William  D.  Goff 

100.00 

1  1  1.94 

2.19 

Robert  S.  Waterman 

100.00 

1  16.99 

2.29 

Joseph  G.  Thaxter 

100.00 

1  16.86 

2.64 

2.00 

Submit  Babbitt 

50.00 

53.30 

1.04 

Ebenezer  Gay 

50.00 

52.97 

1.19 

Emerson  W.  Goff 

100.00 

120.86 

2.72 
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Shubel  Wheeler 

100. 

Westcott  &  McNally 

200. 

Wendell  Weed 

100. 

Emetine  Williams 

100. 

Zenas  H.  Goff 

150. 

Job  Pauli 

100. 

Albert  F.  Goff 

50. 

Edgar  A.  Essex 

200. 

John  H.  Horton 

100. 

John  H.  Harlow 

100. 

Alfred  A.  Horton 

100. 

Ephira  Goff 

100. 

Helen  C.  Briggs 

75. 

Westcoat  Lot 

200. 

Joshua  Bliss  5,000. 

Arthur  A.  Hathaway 

200. 

E.  &  J.  Lincoln 

200. 

Gilbert  Strange 

200. 

Charles  E.  Carr 

500. 

Nancy  C.  Jones 

150. 

Jesse  P.  Goff 

100. 

Emery  White 

100. 

Elbridge  G.  Francis 

200. 

Harriet  M.  Briggs 

200. 

Etta  Westcott 

100. 

102.04 

1.02 

209.67 

2.10 

104.28 

2.25 

100.10 

2.27 

232.98 

5.25 

120.60 

2.37 

51.32 

.52 

226.52 

5.12 

5.00 

106.57 

2.39 

103.81 

2.33 

105.40 

2.37 

105.78 

2.37 

84.59 

1.91 

1.50 

207.81 

4.68 

5,176.76 

1  17.16 

49.00 

220.58 

4.99 

5.00 

21  1.97 

4.78 

200.62 

4.52 

510.08 

1  1.53 

10.00 

161.31 

3.64 

1  03 

2.29 

104.50 

2.35 

205.05 

4.64 

200.67 

100.19 

4.52 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 


The  regular  annual  Town  Meeting  for  Election  of 
Officers  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  on  March  3,  1952. 
Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10:00  A.  M.  by  the  Town 
Clerk  in  the  absence  of  the  Moderator,  and  Elaine  Var- 
ley  was  elected  Moderator  pro-tem.  The  polls  were 
opened  for  voting  at  10:01  A.  M.  and  balloting  was 
under  the  supervision  of  the  following  Election  Offi¬ 
cers:  Helen  Atwood,  Anna  Carvalho,  Caroline  A.  Clem- 
mey,  Irene  Goulart,  Hazel  Reed,  George  Rose,  Catherine 
Sherman,  Elaine  Varley,  John  Rogers  and  Walter  Hamil¬ 
ton.  The  polls  were  closed  at  8:00  o'clock  P.  M.  Bal¬ 
lots  having  been  assorted  and  counted,  the  results  were 
declared  as  follows: 

Moderator  for  one  year — Wayne  M.  Philbrook. 

Selectman  for  three  years — Joseph  Rego  Silvia. 

Board  of  Public  Welfare  for  three  years — Joseph 
Rego  Silvia. 

Selectman  for  one  year — Earle  M.  Smith. 

Board  of  Public  Welfare  for  one  year — Earle  M. 
Smith. 

Auditor  for  one  year — Ruth  D.  Leeming. 

Town  Treasurer  for  one  year — Dwight  F.  Lane. 

Assessor  for  three  years — Harold  N.  Mendoza. 
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School  Committee  for  three  years — Catherine  C. 
Carr  and  Wyman  E.  Hawkes. 

School  Committee  for  two  years — Peter  R.  Tuttle. 

/ 

Trustee  of  Public  Library  for  three  years — Lois  L. 
Staples. 

Tree  Warden  for  one  year — Henry  P.  Goff. 

Oyster  Warden  for  one  year — Dwight  F.  Lane, 
Howell  S.  Carr  and  Louis  H.  Carr. 

Fish  Warden  for  one  year — Dwight  F.  Lane,  Howell 
S.  Carr  and  Louis  H.  Carr. 

On  March  17,  1952  in  the  Town  Office  there  was 
a  recount  of  votes  for  School  Committee  for  three  years. 
The  result  was  Catherine  Carr  608;  Wyman  E.  Hawkes 
547;  Richard  M.  DeMello  537;  Blanks  516,  showing  a 
loss  of  one  vote  for  Richard  M.  DeMello  and  a  gain  of 
one  vote  for  blanks. 

The  regular  annual  Town  Meeting  was  held  in  the 
Town  Hall  on  March  10.  1952.  Moderator  Wayne  M. 
Philbrook  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  o'clock 
P.  M. 

Voted:  To  accept  the  various  reports  of  Town  Offi¬ 
cials  as  published  in  Town  Officers'  Report  for  1951. 

Voted:  That  the  Board  of  Selectmen  be  authorized 
to  appoint  all  necessary  Town  Officials  and  Committees. 

Voted:  That  the  Town  Treasurer  be  bonded  for 
$18,500  and  the  Town  Tax  Collector  be  bonded  for 
$23,000. 
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Voted:  That  the  salaries  of  Elected  Town  Officials 
be  established  for  1952  as  follows: 

Moderator  $  20.00 


Town  Treasurer 

1,050.00 

Town  Clerk 

550.00 

Town  Tax  Collector 

1,150.00 

Town  Auditor 

728.00 

Assessors: 

Chairman 

2  others 

500.00 

400.00  each 

Selectmen: 

Chairman 

Others 

440.00 

200.00  each 

Tree  Warden 

35.00 

Board  of  Health: 

Chairman 

Others 

200.00 

100.00  each 

School  Board: 

Secretary 

25.00 

Voted:  That  the  Town  raise  by  taxation,  and/or  by 
transfer  of  available  funds  from  the  Surplus  Revenue 
Account,  the  following  appropriations  necessary  to  de¬ 
fray  Town  charges  and  assessments  as  approved  by  the 


Finance  Committee: 

High  School  Construction  Bonds 
Interest  on  H.  S.  Const.  Bonds 

New  Elementary  School  Bonds 
Interest  on  Elementary  School  Bonds 
School  Department 

$  4,000.00 

100.00 
25,000.00 
9,602.10 
156,781.00 
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High  School  Athletic  F’und 
School  Water  Supply 
Public  Library 
Public  Welfare 
Old  Age  Assistance 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children 
Disability  Assistance 
Veterans7  Benefits 
General  Relief  Administration 

(Tabled  until  May  5,  1952) 


Board  of  Health  3,414.24 

Fire  Department  4,626.00 

Police  Department  5,555.00 

Sidewalk  Construction  400.00 

Street  Department  3,750.00 

Chapter  81 — Highway  Fund  7,200.00 

Chapter  90 — Maintenance  Account  500.00 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge  900.00 

Gypsy  Moth  Department  750.00 

Care  of  Town  Elms  1,000.00 

Mosquito  Control  250.00 

Memorial  Day  Observance  125.00 

General  Government  15,021.01 

Tax  Title  Redemption  Cost  200.00 

County  Retirement  Assessment  903.73 


Voted:  That  the  Town  appropriate  and  transfer  the 
sum  of  $5,000  from  Excess  and  Deficiency  to  Reserve 
Account  Appropriated  in  accordance  with  Section  6, 
Chapter  40  of  the  General  Laws. 

Voted:  That  the  Town  appropriate  and  transfer 
$650.00  from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund  to  the  Road 
Machinery  Account  for  the  purpose  of  operating  and 
maintaining  Town  owned  Flighway  Equipment. 


1,000.00 

200.00 

1,600.00 

4,500.00 

20,000.00 

5,000.00 

2,000.00 

3,000.00 
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Voted:  That  the  proceeds  of  the  Dog  Tax  refund 
be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  Public  Library. 

Voted:  That  the  Town  authorize  the  transfer  of  ’un¬ 
appropriated  available  funds  in  the  Treasury  to  High¬ 
way  Revenue  in  anticipation  of  reimbursement  from  the 
State  and  County  for  Chapters  81  and  90  Highway  Main¬ 
tenance. 

Voted:  That  the  Town  authorize  the  Town  Treasur¬ 
er  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen  to  borrow  money 
from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the 
financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1952,  and  to  issue 
a  note  or  notes,  therefor,  payable  within  one  year,  and 
to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period 
of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with  Section  17, 
Chapter  44,  of  the  General  Laws. 

Voted:  That  the  maximum  hourly  wage  for  labor¬ 
ers  employed  by  the  Street  Department  be  $1.00  per 
hour. 


Voted:  That  the  Town  authorize  the  Town  Treasur¬ 
er,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen  and  the  Finance 
Committee,  to  sell  at  public  auction  or  private  sale,  all 
properties  which  the  Town  has  legally  acquired  by  tax 
title. 


Voted:  That  the  Town  authorize  the  Selectmen  to 
make  changes  in  grade,  take  land  by  purchase  or  emi¬ 
nent  domain,  and  to  settle  damages  for  land  taken  in 

■v 

conjunction  with  the  1952  Highway  Program  under 
Chapter  81 . 

Voted:  That  the  report  of  the  School  Building  Com¬ 
mittee  be  accepted  as  a  report  of  progress. 
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Voted:  That  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  the 
amount  of  $1,050  to  pay  the  Uighton  Water  District  for 
hydrant  rental  and  water  use  for  fire  protection  and 
road  construction. 

Voted:  That  the  Town  authorize  the  Selectmen, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Town  of  Berkley,  to  sell  to  the 
highest  bidder,  the  steel  plates  removed  from  the 
Dighton-Berkiey  Bridge,  and  that  the  Town  authorize 
the  Selectmen  to  sell  to  the  highest  bidder  the  unused 
electric  car  rails  from  Lincoln  Avenue  and  surplus  water 
fittings  and  equipment. 

Voted:  That  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  the 
amount  of  $1,500  to  purchase  a  500-gallon-per-minute 
pump  to  replace  the  one  on  Engine  No.  3,  and  that  the 
Selectmen  and  the  Fire  Chief  purchase  same. 

Mr.  William  Benevides  gave  a  report  on  the  un¬ 
finished  business  of  Miller's  Lane,  and  reported  that 
a  more  complete  report  would  be  given  at  the  adjourned 
Town  Meeting  on  May  5,  1952. 

The  Moderator  appointed  the  Finance  Committee 
as  follows:  Arnold  E.  Wordell,  Robert  H.  Leeming, 
Charles  W.  Harris,  G.  Russell  Horton,  Louis  Constantine, 
Jr.,  Elliot  Cole,  William  Marsden. 

Voted:  To  adjourn  at  9:50  P.  M.  to  May  5,  1952. 

The  adjourned  Town  Meeting  from  March  10, 
1 952,  was  called  to  order  at  7:30  P.  M.,  on  May  5,  1 952, 
at  the  Town  Hall  by  Wayne  M.  Philbrook,  Moderator. 

Voted:  To  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$1,400.74  for  the  Street  Department. 
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Voted:  To  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $300.00 
for  the  Board  of  Health  Department  for  use  of  Chest 
X-Ray  Program. 

Voted:  To  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$3,108.00  for  General  Relief  Administration  and  that 
the  salary  of  the  Social  Worker  be  $2,520.00. 

Voted:  To  adjourn  at  9:35  P.  M. 

A  Special  Town  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall 
on  June  23,  1952,  and  was  called  to  order  by  Wayne 
Philbrook,  the  Moderator,  at  7:30  o'clock  P.  M. 

Voted:  To  appropriate  and  transfer  the  sum  of 
$10,000  from  the  Excess  and  Deficiency  Fund  for  the 
School  Building  Committee  for  use  for  the  new  Elemen¬ 
tary  School. 

Voted:  To  adjourn  at  7:55  P.  M. 

The  Special  Town  Meeting  on  the  Question  of  Rent 
Control  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Annual  State  Pri¬ 
mary  pursuant  to  the  Housing  and  Rent  Act  of  1947,  as 
amended,  was  held  on  September  16,  1952.  The  ballots 
having  been  assorted  and  counted,  the  result  was  de¬ 
clared  as  follows: 


Yes 

No 

Blanks 

Precinct  A 

90 

45 

12 

Precinct  B 

61 

47 

10 

Precinct  C 

43 

32 

7 

Totals 

194 

124 

29 

Total  number  of  votes  cast  347. 
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The  regular  Presidential  and  State  Election  was 
held  on  November  4,  1952.  The  number  of  votes  cast 
was  as  follows:  Precinct  A,  607;  Precinct  B,  429;  Pre¬ 
cinct  C,  520.  Total  votes,  1556. 

For  President 


A 

B 

c 

Total 

Eisenhower  &  Nixon 

367 

318 

284 

969 

Hallinan  &  Bass 

1 

0 

1 

2 

Hamblen  &  Holtwick 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Hass  &  Emery 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Stevenson  &  Sparkman 

225 

103 

224 

552 

Blanks 

14 

8 

10 

32 

For 

Governor 

Paul  A.  Dever 

225 

102 

219 

546 

Christian  A.  Herter 

366 

31  1 

277 

954 

Lawrence  Gilfedder 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Florence  H.  Luscomb 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Guy  S.  Williams 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Blanks 

15 

15 

22 

52 

For  Lieutenant  Governor 

Charles  F.  Jeff  Sullivan 

240 

100 

241 

581 

Sumner  G.  Whittier 

349 

307 

254 

910 

William  R.  Ferry 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Francis  A.  Votano 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Blanks 

17 

19 

24 

60 

For  Secretary 

Edward  J.  Cronin 

230 

96 

204 

530 

Beatrice  H.  Mullaney 

352 

313 

280 

945 

Alice  M.  Ferry 

0 

2 

4 

6 

Fred  M.  Ingersoll 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Blanks 

24 

18 

32 

74 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


25 


For  Treasurer 

A 

B 

c 

Total 

Foster  Fmrcolo 

224 

100 

217 

541 

Roy  Charles  Papalia 

337 

301 

260 

898 

Henning  A.  Blomen 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Harold  J.  Ireland 

3 

3 

2 

8 

Blanks 

41 

25 

41 

107 

Thomas  J.  Buckley 

For  Auditor 

277 

1 1 1 

236 

624 

David  J.  Mintz 

289 

292 

237 

818 

Anthony  Martin 

1 

3 

2 

6 

Robert  A.  Simmons 

2 

1 

3 

6 

Blanks 

38 

22 

42 

102 

For 

Francis  E.  Kelly 

Attorney  General 

234 

102 

230 

566 

George  Fingold 

345 

395 

257 

907 

Arthur  W.  Blomen 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Howard  B.  Rand 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Blanks 

28 

21 

32 

81 

For  Senator  In  Congress 

Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr.  333  310 

264 

907 

John  F.  Kennedy 

264 

103 

233 

600 

Thelma  Ingersoll 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Mark  R.  Shaw 

0 

2 

2 

4 

Blanks 

10 

14 

21 

45 

For  Congressman 

Joseph  William  Martin,  Jr.  395 

328 

315 

1038 

Edward  F.  Doolan 

200 

86 

184 

470 

Grace  Farnsworth  Luder  0 

4 

2 

6 

Blanks 

12 

11 

19 

42 
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For  Councillor 

A 

B 

c 

Total 

Joseph  P.  Clark,  Jr. 

249 

114 

244 

607 

Harold  R.  Allen 

318 

291 

246 

855 

Blanks 

40 

24 

30 

94 

For  Senator 

Edmund  J.  Brennan 

193 

109 

189 

491 

John  F.  Parker 

397 

309 

310 

1016 

Blanks 

17 

1  1 

21 

49 

For  Representative  In 

General  Court 

Stephen  L.  French 

450 

345 

377 

1  172 

Blanks 

157 

84 

143 

384 

For  Clerk  Of 

Courts 

Charles  E.  Harrington 

283 

132 

246 

661 

James  P.  McCrohan 

282 

266 

227 

775 

Blanks 

42 

31 

47 

120 

For  Register  Of  Deeds 

Harold  A.  Goff 

360 

318 

291 

969 

Harry  J.  Sullivan 

221 

93 

191 

504 

Blanks 

26 

19 

38 

83 

For  County  Commissioners 

Leo  H.  Coughlin 

255 

124 

212 

591 

Charles  A.  Frates 

193 

104 

240 

537 

Harold  E.  Kerwin 

289 

253 

202 

744 

Roger  A.  Normandin 

200 

230 

172 

652 

Blanks 

227 

147 

214 

588 
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For  Liquor  Question  No.  1  A — All  Alcoholic  Beverages 


A 

B 

c 

Total 

Yes 

396 

244 

334 

974 

No 

1  1  1 

122 

98 

331 

Blanks 

100 

63 

88 

251 

For  Liquor 

Question  B — Wines  and 

Malt 

Beverages 

Yes 

377 

238 

325 

940 

No 

107 

113 

93 

313 

Blanks 

123 

78 

102 

303 

For 

Liquor  Question  C — Package  Stores 

Yes 

387 

252 

343 

982 

No 

94 

107 

80 

281 

Blanks 

125 

70 

97 

293 

A  Special  Town  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall 
on  December  17,  1952,  and  was  called  to  order  at  7:30 
P.  M.  by  Wayne  Philbrook,  Moderator. 

Voted:  To  make  the  following  transfers  from  un¬ 
expended  appropriations: 

From: 

Elementary  School  Site  $90.66 

Board  of  Health  400.00 

Gypsy  Moth  111.00 

General  Relief  Administration  500.00 

School  Water  Supply  100.82 

Veterans7  Benefits  518.00 

To  General  Government 
From  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  $1,990.06 
To  Disability  Assistance 
From  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  295.46 

To  General  Government 


$1,720.48 

1,990.06 

295.46 
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Voted:  That  the  matter  of  appointing  an  Inspector 
of  Wires  be  laid  on  the  table  indefinitely,  31  Yes  and 
23  No. 

Voted:  To  appoint  a  committee  as  listed  to  report 
at  the  next  Town  Meeting  on  the  two  pieces  of  proper¬ 
ty  other  than  the  one  wanted  by  the  Veterans.  Amend¬ 
ment  was  made  and  seconded  to  have  three  selectmen 
instead  of  one  selectman  on  the  committee.  Vote  in 
favor  of  amendment  was  Yes  45,  No  1.  Vote  carried. 
Vote  then  on  original  motion,  and  it  was  carried.  Com¬ 
mittee  appointed  by  Moderator: 

Anthony  Costa  to  represent  Dighton  Post  of  the 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars. 

Kenneth  Conroy  to  represent  American  Legion. 

Earle  M.  Smith,  Selectman. 

William  Benevides,  Selectman. 

Joseph  Rego  Silvia,  Selectman. 

Willi  am  Marsden  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Clayton  Atwood. 

James  K.  Allen. 

Voted:  To  adjourn  at  8:53  P.  M. 

The  following  appointments  were  made  by  the  Se¬ 
lectmen  for  the  year,  each  being  duly  sworn  to  faithful 
performance  of  duties  thereof: 
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Constables:  Arthur  F.  Sprague  and  Raymond  Hor¬ 
ton. 


Reserve  Police  Officers:  Arthur  Alves,  Anthony 
Andrews,  William  Ashcroft,  Ernest  Atwood,  Willis  Bar- 
low,  Maurice  Boucher,  Esther  Bowden,  Charles  A.  Briggs, 
Charles  Brooks,  Francis  W.  Buckley,  Frank  Cambra, 
Louis  Carr,  Levite  Carrier,  Robert  C.  Chadwick,  Arthur 
Contildes,  Cassius  Cummings,  William  Duarte,  Antone 
P.  Dupont,  Joseph  Dupont,  William  E.  Fleming,  Manuel 
Francis,  George  Goulart,  Charles  Gracia,  Frank  Gracia, 
George  Gracia,  Louis  Gracia,  John  Gray,  Walter  Hamil¬ 
ton,  John  W.  Harrison,  Thomas  Higgins,  Ernest  Horton, 
Raymond  Horton,  John  R.  Ingham,  J.  W.  LeRoy  Latti- 
mer,  Charles  Mason,  John  A.  Medeiros,  Joseph  T.  Me¬ 
deiros,  Thomas  Nelson,  William  H.  Paul,  George  A.  Per- 
rv,  Joseph  R.  Perry,  Samuel  Pine,  Walter  Plonka,  Albert 
Reed,  John  Rogers,  Earl  W.  Rose,  George  Rubadou,  Ben¬ 
jamin  C.  Sherman,  Harold  Sherrington,  Frank  Souza,  Jr., 
Arthur  F.  Sorague  Karl  Spratt,  Jr.,  John  R.  Stanley,  An- 
thonv  N.  Svlvia.  Edward  Torres.  Frank  Virdinlia,  Louis 
White.  Harry  F.  Willis.  Isaac  Wilson. 

Special  Police  Officers  (Arnold  Hoffman  Co.):  Karl 
Spratt,  Lyle  Ingalls,  Burton  Simmons,  Willis  Barlow,  Mil- 
ton  Chace,  George  West. 

Public  Weighers  (Aronld  Hoffman  Co.):  Wendell  B. 
Carey,  Arthur  O.  Gove,  Dalton  T.  Maynard. 

Public  Weigher  (Dighton  Industries):  Joseph  Bar- 
gantine. 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures:  Donald  B.  Hatha¬ 
way. 
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Inspector  of  AA ilk:  Henry  G.  Crapo  (Peter  F.  Con¬ 
nolly  resigned  May  31.) 

Inspector  of  Animals:  Lester  Briggs. 

Superintendent  of  Streets:  Henry  P.  Goff. 

Gypsy  Moth  Superintendent:  George  W.  Rose. 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering:  Arthur  F.  Sprague. 

Constable  for  South  School:  John  Gray. 

Constable  for  Somerset  Water  Works:  Henry 
Reckord. 

Auctioneer:  John  W.  Synan. 

Registrar  of  Voters:  Eliot  Hathaway. 

Harbor  Master:  Wilbur  S.  Menges. 

Measurer  of  Wood:  Raymond  Horton,  Raymond 
Marble. 

Field  Driver  and  Pound  Keeper:  Raymond  Horton. 

Fence  Viewers:  Frank  R.  O'Connell,  Raymond  Hor¬ 
ton,  Harold  Mendoza. 

Agents  of  Health  Department:  Dwight  F.  Lane,  Wil¬ 
bur  S.  Menges. 

Chief  of  Police:  Wilbur  S.  Menges. 

Chief  of  Fire  Department:  Donald  B.  Hathaway. 
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Veterans7  Agent:  Theodore  Boucher. 

Election  Officers:  Precinct  A  —  Anna  Simmons, 
Catherine  J.  Sherman,  Anna  Carvalho,  Selma  V.  Wall, 
Leland  C.  Pierce,  Frank  H.  Boothby,  William  J.  Hagen, 
Harris  T.  Childs.  Precinct  B  —  Elaine  B.  Varley,  Helen 
E.  Atwood,  Emma  P.  Duarte,  Caroline  Clemmey,  Mary  S. 
Perry,  Grace  M.  Horton,  Hamilton  Sweet,  Lillian  Des- 
lauriers.  Precinct  C  —  Florence  I.  Perry,  George  W. 
Rose,  Irene  S.  Goulart,  Florence  Sprague,  Hazel  Reed, 
Agnes  Murray,  Bernice  Darling,  Mary  Allie. 

The  following  licenses  were  issued  during  the  year 

1952: 

All  Alcoholic  Cl»ub  License: 


Date 
of  Issue 


Date  of 
Expiration 


Bristol  County  Assoc.,  Inc. 

July 

16, 

1952 

Oct. 

25, 

1952 

All  Alcoholic  Restaurant 

Licenses: 

Thomas  F.  DiNucci 

James  H.  & 

Jan. 

1, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

William  E.  McCarthy 

Jan. 

L 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

All  Alcoholic  Package  Store  Licenses: 

Joseph  Brazil,  Jr. 

Jan. 

1, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

Mendoza’s  Package  Store 

Jan. 

L 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

Automobile  Dealers7  Licenses: 

Paul  B.  Lassen 

Jan. 

1, 

1952 

Jan. 

L 

1953 

Ralph  F.  Simmons 

May  31, 

1952 

Jan. 

1, 

1953 

Francis  Bros.  Garage 

Nov. 

19, 

1952 

Jan. 

1, 

1953 

Cabins  Licenses: 

Nathan  T.  Ladd 

Feb. 

20, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

D.  M.  Angell 

Mar. 

26, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

Fall  River  Girl  Scouts 

May  21, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 
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Common  Victuallers'  Licenses: 


James  H.  & 


William  E.  McCarthy 

Jan. 

1, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

Thomas  F.  DiNucci 

Jan. 

1, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

Gertrude  M.  Coyle 

Jan. 

1, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

Albert  Enos 

Jan. 

1, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

David  A.  &  Ann  Gazzola 

Jan. 

1, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

Theodore  B.  Ladd 

Apr. 

16, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

Bristol  Catering  Company 

Apr. 

16, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

Dancing  Permit: 

James  H.  & 

William  E.  McCarthy 

Apr. 

30, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

Denatured  Alcohol  Licenses 

• 

Lassen  Chevrolet 

Jan. 

1, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

Francis  Bros.  Garage 

Jan. 

1, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

Carl  P.  Gorden,  Inc. 

Jan. 

1, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

George  H.  Phillips  &  Son 

Jan. 

1, 

1952 

Dec. 

31, 

1952 

Entertainment  Licenses: 

James  H.  & 

William  E.  McCarthy 
Stanley  W.  Ferrier 

Firearms  Licenses: 

Arthur  E.  Compos 
William  S.  Raposa 

Gasoline  Storage  Licenses: 

George  Carvalho 
Paul  B.  Lassen 
Louis  Rezendes 
Thomas  Silvia 


May  25,  1952 
June  8,  1952 


May  1,  1952 
May  1,  1952 


Apr.  9,  1952 
May  14,  1952 
May  14,  1952 
May  14,  1952 


Dec.  31,  1952 
Aug.  3,  1952 


Apr.  30,  1953 
Apr.  30,  1953 


Ice  Cream  Manufacturer: 


Theodore  B.  Ladd 

Junk  Licenses: 

Henry  Wood 
Paul  F.  Splaine 
Joseph  Morris 
Chester  Wilbur 


Apr.  16,  1952 


Apr.  28,  1952 
July  2,  1952 
Sept.  15,  1952 
Oct.  31,  1952 


Mar.  1,  1953 


May  1,  1953 
May  1,  1953 
May  1,  1953 
May  1,  1953 
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Lord's  Day  Licenses: 


Theodore  B.  Ladd 
James  H.  & 

William  E.  McCarthy 
Albert  Enos 
Thomas  F.  DiNucci 
William  F.  Benevides 
Peter  Kossoi 
Harry  S.  Linnell 
David  A.  &  Ann  Gazzola 
Richard  Parchesco  & 
Clinton  Rose 
John  Silva,  Jr. 

Maurcie  A.  Boucher 
Adams  Grocery  Store 
Taunton  Yacht  Club 


Apr.  23,  1952 

Apr.  30,  1952 
Apr.  30,  1952 
Apr.  30,  1952 
Apr.  30,  1952 
Apr.  30,  1952 
Apr.  30,  1952 
Apr.  30,  1952 

Apr.  30,  1952 
Apr.  30,  1952 
Apr.  30,  1952 
Apr.  30,  1952 
May  29,  1952 


Apr.  30,  1953 

Apr.  30,  1953 
Apr.  30,  1953 
Apr.  30,  1953 
Apr.  30,  1953 
Apr.  30,  1953 
Apr.  30,  1953 
Apr.  30,  1953 

Apr.  30,  1953 
Apr.  30,  1953 
Apr.  30,  1953 
Apr.  30,  1953 
Apr.  30,  1953 


Milk  Licenses  (Stores): 


David  .A.  and  Ann  Gazzola,  James  H.  and  William  E.  Mc¬ 
Carthy,  Harry  Linnell,  Gertrude  M.  Coyle,  Thomas  F.  Di¬ 
Nucci,  Benevides  Market,  Richard  Parchesco  and  Clinton 
Rose,  Peter  Kossoi,  Albert  Enos,  John  Silva,  Jr.,  J.  Luther 
Adams,  Bristol  Catering  Co. 


Milk  Licenses  (Dealers): 

H.  P.  Hood  &  Sons,  Devine  Milk  Laboratory,  Reise’s  Dairy, 
Townley  Dairy,  Laneway  Farm,  LeComte  Dairy. 

Sausage  Manufacturing  License: 

Manuel  M.  Borges  Apr.  16,  1952  Apr.  30,  1953 

Wines  &  Malt  Beverages: 

Bristol  Catering  Co.  Apr.  16,  1952  Oct.  25,  1952 

A  Dog  Racing  Meeting  License  was  issued  to  the 
Taunton  Greyhound  Association,  Inc.,  beginning  August 
29,  1952,  and  ending  October  25,  1952,  from  7:00  P.  M. 
to  1  2:00  midnight. 


Attest: 


DWIGHT  F.  LANE,  Town  Clerk 
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BIRTHS  RECORDED  DURING 
THE  YEAR  1952 


Date  Name 

JANUARY 

9  Robert  D.  Bullard 
18  Jeffrey  David  Ferrie 
27  Raymond  Frank  Costa 

FEBRUARY 

8  Francis  Stephen  Rose 
29  John  Thomas  Curley 


MARCH 

4  Keith  Richard  Angus 
8  Neil  Keith  Fleck 
10  Frederick  Briggs  Owen 
28  Gail  Antunes 


APRIL 

29  Carol  Ann  Peloquin 
29  Susan  B.  Hopkins 

MAY 

2  William  Paul  Willette 
8  Barry  Thomas  Wyatt 
14  Arthur  Craig  Cobb 

24  Michael  A.  Koneski 

25  Karen  Marie  Czerny 
28  Bruce  Arnold  Mercer 


JUNE 

12  Joseph  Alfred  Coelho 
24  Kenneth  John  Corey 
24  Scott  Laurence  Stafford 
24  Susan  Carol  Spearin 

JULY 

1  Michele  Adrienne  Pierce 
23  Clyde  R.  Babbitt 


Parents 


Dean  B  and  Jean  Bullard 
Daniel  and  Florence  L.  Ferrie 
Raymond  E.  and  Ruth  A.  Costa 


Francis  L.  and  Catherine  Rose 
John  J.  and  Florence  E.  Curley 


Melvin  L.  and  Marilyn  K.  Angus 
Joseph  W.  and  Shirley  M.  Fleck 
Ralph  E.  and  Audrey  J.  Owen 
Edward  D.  and  Virginia  Antunes 


Robert  J.  and  Mabel  A.  Peloquin 
Randall  W.  and  Doris  Hopkins 


William  P.  and  Nancy  K.  Willette 
Herbert  F.  and  Joyce  A.  Wyatt 
John  and  Hope  Cobb 
Anthony  and 

Elizabeth  M.  Koneski 
Walter  J.  and  Madeline  R.  Czerny 
William  F.  and  Edith  Mercer 


Joseph  A.  and  Jean  B.  Coelho 
Robert  A.  and  Agnes  G.  Corey 
Hugh  L.  and  Ruth  B.  Stafford 
Raymond  M.  and  Otilia  A.  Spearin 


Daniel  L.  and  Jane  C.  Pierce 
Richard  E.  and  Verna  L.  Babbitt 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


35 


Date  Name 

AUGUST 

11  James  R.  Chase 

28  Cynthia  Ann  Ashcroft 
30  Diane  Daylor 

SEPTEMBER 

9  Beverly  Ann  Cambra 

12  Mary  Anne  Makris 

17  Elizabeth  Maria  Crossman 

18  Louise  M.  Copeland 

21  James  Arthur  Sherman 
25  Debra  Anne  Torres 


OCTOBER 

2  Kathleen  Yvonne  Dumont 

3  David  Silvia 

9  Kimberly  Jeane  Grace 
20  Elaine  C.  Soroka 
25  Deborah  B.  Simmons 
30  Ronald  Martin  Mello 


NOVEMBER 

13  Sharon  Marie  Costa 
16  Barbara  Jean  Motta 

26  Alfredo  Rodrigue,  Jr 

27  Joanne  Pimento 


Parents 


David  C.  and  June  Chase 
William  F.  and  Barbara  Ashcroft 
David  J.  and  Anne  Daylor 


John  and  Stella  Cambra 
James  C.  and  Mary  Makris 
LeRoy  P.  and  Stella  P.  Crossman 
Sheldon  and  Amy  Copeland 
Robert  F.  and  Thelma  Sherman 
Francis  J.  and  Dorothy  Torres 


Robert  F.  and  Mary  M.  Dumont 
Alvin  and  Beatrice  L.  Silvia 
Edward  E.  and  Arlene  Grace 
Peter  and  Emily  Soroka 
Carlton  A.  and  Marion  Simmons 
Manuel  and  Eleanor  Mello 


Robert  E.  and  Eva  Costa 
Manuel  V.  and  Frances  Motta 
Alfredo  and  Gloria  Rodrigue,  Sr. 
Joseph  and  Julia  Pimento 


MARRIAGES  RECORDED  DURING 
THE  YEAR  1952 

JANUARY 

12  Joseph  Vincent  of  Dighton  and  Catherine  E. 
Smith  of  Rehoboth  by  William  H.  Dolan,  Priest. 

15  Joseph  F.  Korten  of  Patterson,  N.  J.,  and  Ruth 
O.  (Whitmarsh)  Berger  by  Dwight  F.  Lane,  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  Peace. 

19  Richard  B.  Rivet  of  Taunton  and  Theresa  M. 
Torres  of  Dighton  by  William  H.  Dolan,  Priest. 
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21  George  Alves  of  Dighton  and  Mary  (Souza)  San¬ 
son  of  Ta*unton  by  Dwight  F.  Lane,  Justice  of  the 
Peace. 

FEBRUARY 

23  Vincent  Olympio  Furtado  of  Taunton  and  Audrey 
June  Leonard  of  Dighton  by  William  H.  Dolan, 
Priest. 

MARCH 

1  George  N.  Caras  of  Taunton  and  Marjorie  A. 
Rose  of  Dighton  by  John  Dwyer,  Clergyman. 

23  M.  Charles  Jamieson  of  Taunton  and  Jewel  D. 
White  of  Dighton  by  Robert  L.  Roberts,  Clergy¬ 
man. 


APRIL 

19  Gilbert  N.  Cambra  of  Dighton  and  Joyce  G. 
Glynn  of  Taunton  by  William  H.  Dolan,  Priest. 

19  Alfred  Perry  of  Dighton  and  Eileen  Crowninshield 
of  Taunton  by  Francis  McKeon,  Priest. 

26  Manuel  Katon  of  Dighton  and  Marie  L.  Scanlon 
of  Middleboro  by  John  J.  Welch,  Priest. 

26  Antone  Medeiros  of  Fall  River  and  Phoebe  Louise 
Cordeiro  of  Dighton  by  Maurice  Souza,  Priest. 

MAY 

3  William  Daniel  Wentworth  of  Raynham  and 
Thelma  Elizabeth  O'Connell  of  Dighton  by  Wil¬ 
liam  F.  O'Connell,  Priest. 

3  James  R.  Sammons  of  Fremont,  Ohio,  and  Lor- 
rayne  J.  Sylvia  of  Dighton  by  Theodore  M.  Morin, 
Priest. 


24 

30 

INE 

12 

14 

25 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

LY 
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Anthony  T.  Frank  of  Dighton  and  Alice  Miquel 
of  Taunton  by  Maurice  Souza,  Priest. 

John  W.  Hampton  and  Alma  F.  (Mayer)  Briggs 
of  Dighton  by  Wilton  E.  Cross,  Clergyman. 


James  A.  McQuade  and  Elizabeth  (Carvalho) 
Hogue  of  Dighton  by  Dwight  F.  Lane,  Justice  of 
the  Peace. 

Robert  P.  Corrinet  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  Pa¬ 
tricia  C.  Phillips  of  Dighton  by  John  F.  La’ughlin, 
Priest. 

Burton  Franklin  Simmons  of  Dighton  and  Mary 
Emelia  Silvia  of  Taunton  by  Edward  A.  Oliveira, 
Priest. 

Donald  Edward  French  of  Dighton  and  Margaret 
Louise  (Smith)  McAndrews  of  Taunton  by  Mari¬ 
an  F.  Nichols,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Frederick  Arthur  Fisher  of  Taunton  and  Stella 
Louise  Silvia  of  Dighton  by  William  H.  Dolan, 
Priest. 

Edward  M.  Falk  of  Taunton  and  Pauline  Torres 
of  Dighton  by  William  H.  Dolan,  Priest. 

Alton  Ellis  May  and  Vernice  V.  (Richardson) 
Simonds  of  Dighton  by  James  K.  Allen,  Minister. 

William  Herbert  Marsden  of  Dighton  and  Dale 
Newton  Moody  of  Rehoboth  by  James  K.  Allen, 
Minister. 


Norman  Jones  and  Hilda  M.  Rodler  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I.,  by  James  K.  Allen,  Minister. 
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4  Walter  E.  Hamilton,  Jr.,  of  Dighton  and  Alberta 
C.  Snow  of  Middleboro  by  Paul  D.  Brooks,  Cler¬ 
gyman. 

5  Raymond  R.  Carrier  of  Dighton  and  Shirley  L. 
Harding  of  Raynham  by  William  F.  Morris, 
Priest. 

26  Kenneth  P.  Conroy  of  Dighton  and  Yvette  B. 
Bienvenue  of  Somerset  by  Louis  Boivin,  Priest. 

26  James  Moniz  of  Fall  River  and  Edwina  (Me¬ 
deiros)  Watkins  of  Dighton  by  Harry  L.  Meyer, 
Minister. 

AUGUST 

2  Albert  W.  Short,  Jr.,  and  Joan  A.  Taylor  of 
Taunton  by  John  Linton  Dwyer,  Clergyman. 

3  Charles  Swartz  and  Esther  Levine  of  Dighton  by 
Eli  A.  Bohnen,  Clergyman. 

8  Louis  F.  Souza  of  Taunton  and  Helen  E.  Souza 
of  Dighton  by  Paul  D.  Doherty,  Priest. 

28  John  T.  Lane  of  Dighton  and  Mary  T.  Driscoll 
of  Taunton  by  James  Dolan,  Priest. 

30  Robert  W.  Cummings  of  Dighton  and  Elizabeth 
J.  Gurney  of  East  Freetown  by  Joseph  Gamson, 
Clergyman. 

SEPTEMBER 

1  George  Lema  of  Dighton  and  Irene  Damas  of 
Fall  River  by  Joseph  M.  Silvia,  Priest. 

14  James  R.  Calpin  and  Barbara  Lou  Horton  of 
Dighton  by  Robert  L.  Roberts,  Clergyman. 
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27  Herman  Gonzalez  and  Lolita  T.  Silva  of  Dighton 
by  William  H.  Dolan,  Priest. 

27  Raymond  R.  Torres  of  Dighton  and  Dorothea  Sil¬ 
via  of  Fall  River  by  M.  S.  Travaris,  Priest. 

OCTOBER 

10  Richard  C.  Sprinthall  and  Dianne  M.  Ratcliffe 
of  Pawtucket  by  Philip  W.  Kelsey,  Clergyman. 

1  1  Manuel  Pereira  of  Fall  River  and  Gertrude  (Fer¬ 
reira)  Cabral  of  Dighton  by  John  F.  Loughlin, 
Priest. 

18  Francis  E.  Fisher  of  Dighton  and  Beverly  C. 
Brown  of  Taunton  by  Francis  McKeon,  Priest. 

NOVEMBER 

27  Laurence  Medeiros  of  Taunton  and  Elizabeth  H. 
Lefaivre  of  Dighton  by  William  H.  Dolan,  Priest. 

27  Joseph  Ferreira,  Jr.,  of  Somerset  and  Irene  L. 
Costa  of  Dighton  by  Raymond  W.  McCarthy, 
Priest. 


t 
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DEATHS  RECORDED  DURING 
THE  YEAR  1952 


Date 

Name 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

JANUARY 

1 

Joseph  Silvia  Corey 

60 

— 

— 

10 

Philip  McManus 

94 

2 

26 

1  1 

Katherine  MacKillop 

80 

— 

— 

21 

Matilda  A.  Gorham 

78 

4 

3 

23 

John  Elmer  Rose 

67 

6 

26 

FEBRUARY 

9 

Catherine  Perry  Duarte 

62 

5 

19 

23 

George  E.  Simmons 

59 

8 

1 

MARCH 

1 

Vivian  May  Robinson 

54 

10 

4 

18 

Mary  Babiana  Davis 

66 

9 

1 1 

APRIL 

8 

George  J  i  1  Ison 

72 

4 

MAY 

1 

Joseph  Mattos 

74 

_ 

13 

9 

Thomas  M.  Makin 

64 

1 1 

Harry  H.  Peloquin 

62 

9 

18 

26 

Edward  Emil  Hertell 

86 

3 

16 

JUNE 

24 

Mary  Roderick 
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Date  Name  Y. 

JULY 

5  Ruth  M.  Silva  39 

8  Jennie  Delila  Gifford  75 

12  Frank  Enos  67 

28  Lester  T.  Hathaway  72 

AUGUST 

27  Abbie  A.  Arnold  80 

30  David  Webster  66 

SEPTEMBER 

6  Mary  A.  Scudder  92 

21  Antone  Swasey  Souza  75 

OCTOBER 

5  Helen  S.  Sherman  85 

NOVEMBER 

9  Beulah  Anna  Ratcliffe  66 

27  Annie  B.  Stewart  90 
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4  27 

4  1 

1 1  22 
1  24 


4  1 

2  15 


3  2 

10  3 
9  — 


DECEMBER 

21  Samuel  H.  Shaw 


73  6  1 
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JURY  LIST  —  1952  -  1953 


Name 

Occupation 

Address 

Alves,  Arthur  I. 

Assembler 

Cedar  St. 

Arnold,  Stuart  A. 

Vo-Ag  Instructor 

199  School  St. 

Babbitt,  Clifford  W. 

Carpenter 

Williams  St. 

Babbitt,  Eleanor 

Housewife 

Williams  St. 

Bacon,  James,  Jr. 

Retired 

Smith  St. 

Barney,  Ervin  E. 

Retired 

Summer  St. 

Booth,  Alexander  J. 

Guard 

155  Lincoln  Ave. 

Briggs,  Althea  M. 

Housewife 

34  Park  St. 

Broadbent,  Edwin 

Textile  Foreman 

228  Lincoln  Ave. 

Brown,  Lloyd  W. 

Milkman 

28  Park  St. 

Brown,  Marion  C. 

Housewife 

73  Elm  St. 

Coelho,  Joseph  A. 

Maintenance 

196  School  St. 

Deslauriers,  Leo 

Gas  Station  Attendant 

Brook  St. 

Dutra,  Frank  G. 

Retired 

Somerset  Ave. 

Gracia,  Frederick  W. 

Farming 

Main  St. 

Gracia,  John 

Chemical  Op. 

Muddy  Cove  Lane 

Harrison,  Marion  E. 

Jr.  Clerk-Typist 

Centre  St. 

Knox,  Walter  R. 

Claim  Supervisor  (Ins.) 

Hart  St. 

Lima,  John 

Montaup  Elec.  Co. 

67  Brook  St. 

McConville,  Harry  F. 

Ass’t  Engineer 

56  Andrews  St. 

Medeiros,  John  A. 

Farmer 

Elm  St. 

Perry,  Harold 

Retired 

70  Chase  St. 

Rogers,  Mary 

Press  Operator 

Main  St. 

Rose,  Madelyn  L. 

Cloth  Folder 

Cobb  St. 

Sylvia,  Anthony  N. 

Truck  Driver 

Main  St. 

Sylvia,  Frank  D. 

Tool  Maker 

36  Briggs  St. 

Torres,  Charles  C. 

Salesman 

25  Bedford  St. 

Virdinlia,  Frank 

Plumber  &  Steam  Fitter 

25  Forest  St. 

Walker,  Roy  F. 

Unemployed 

218  School  St. 

Wheeler,  Clifford  F. 

Retired 

Wheeler  St. 

Post  Office 

Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
Dighton 
Dighton 
Dighton 
Dighton 
Segreganset 
Dighton 
Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
Dighton 
Dighton 
Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
No.  Dighton 
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JURORS  DRAWN  DURING  1952 


January  9,  1952 — 

Harold  0.  Woodward,  Somerset  Ave., 

County  Agr.  Ext.  Agent 

John  Harrison,  Somerset  Ave.,  Salesman 
Harold  B.  Clay,  Bedford  St.,  Finisher 
William  S.  Raposa,  Pleasant  St.,  Laborer 

February  6,  1952 — 

Malcoln  C.  Martin,  School  St.,  Textile  Worker 
Benjamin  R.  Newcomb,  Lincoln  Ave.,  Tex.  Worker 

March  5,  1952— 

Lawrence  Stafford,  Chase  St.,  Textile  Worker 
Clarence  W.  Swan,  Mt.  Hope  St.,  Maintenance  Man 

April  9,  1952— 

Roy  J.  Menard,  School  St.,  Millwright 
May  7,  1952— 

Walter  R.  Haskell,  Somerset  Ave.,  Auto  Mechanic 
Frank  C.  Torres,  Main  St.,  Unemployed 

August  1 3,  1 952 — 

Raymond  Ashworth,  Somerset  Ave.,  Dairyman 
Wyman  E.  Hawkes,  Centre  St.,  Agr.  Instructor 

October  8,  1 952 — 

Marion  E.  Harrison,  Centre  St.,  Jr.  Clerk-Typist 
Arthur  I.  Alves,  Cedar  St.,  Assembler 

November  5,  1 952 — 

Leo  Deslauriers,  Brook  St.,  Gas  Station  Attendant 

December  10,  1952 — 

Clifford  F.  Wheeler,  Wheeler  St.,  Retired 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
DIGHTON  ASSESSORS 


We  herewith  submit  to  the  citizens  of  Dighton  our 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  1952: 


Appropriations 


Town  Appropriations 
Appropriations  from 
Available  Funds 
Tax  Title  Forclosure 
Due  to  abatements  in  excess 
of  Overlay  in  1 949 
State  Parks  and  Reservations 
State  Audit  of 

Municipal  Accounts 
County  Tax 
Tuberculosis  Hospital 
Overlay 


$284,136.82 


16,675.00 

200.00 

80.51 

485.90 

705.87 
1 1  ,801.74 
4,279.21 
6,350.81 


$324,715.86 


Estimated  Receipts 


Income  Tax 
Corporation  Tax 
Old  Age  Tax  (meals) 
Ch.  64B  S.  10 
Motor  Vehicle  and 
Trailer  Excise 
Licenses 

Health  and  Sanitation 


$36,470.77 

28,066.00 

740.31 

18,1  17.82 
1,900.00 
391.23 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


43 


Charities  (other  than  federal 


grants  for  A.D.C.) 

2.577.29 

Old  Age  Assistance 

(other  than  federal  grants) 

16,1 13.65 

Veterans'  Benefits 

861.20 

Schools 

38,176.50 

Libraries 

50.04 

Interest  (on  taxes) 

234.62 

Overestimate  on  Cc*jnty  Tax, 

1951 

898.48 

Overstimate  on  Tuberculosis 

Hospital,  1951 

573.01 

Overestimate  on  State  Parks 

and  Reservations,  1951 

89.31 

Taken  from  Available  Funds 

16,675.00 

$161,970.18 


$324,715.86 

$161,970.18 

$162,745.68 

$349,778.00 


Total  Appropriations 
Total  Estimated  Receipts 
Total  Taxes  to  be  Raised 
Value  of  Personal  Estate 
Assessed  Taxes  on 

Personal  Estate  $15,040.75 
Value  of  Real  Estate  $3,391,216.00 

Assessed  Taxes  on 

Real  Estate  $145,822.93 
Number  of  Polls  941 

Assessed  Taxes 
on  Polls 
Total  Valuation 
Total  Taxes 
Assessed 
Number  Assessed 

(other  than  Polls)  897 

Tax  Rate  $43.00  per  M 


$1,882.00 

$3,740,994.00 

$162,745.68 
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Value  of  Personal  Estate 

Stock  in  Trade 

$30,800.00 

Machinery 

10,450.00 

Live  Stock 

54,668.00 

Other  Personal 

253,860.00 

$349,778.00 

Motor  Vehicles  and  Trailers 

$503,160.00 

Total  Taxes  Assessed 

$20,904.08 

Live 

Stock 

Number  of  Horses 

37 

Number  of  Cows 

211 

Number  of  Bulls 

2 

Number  of  Yearlings 

69 

Number  of  Swine 

25 

Number  of  Sheep 

31 

Number  of  Fowl 

14,061 

All  others 

39 

Number  of  Acres  of  Land 

12,873 

Number  of  Dwelling  Hocuses 

789 

North  Dighton  Fire  District 

Appropriations 

$8,200.00 

Due  to  abatements  in  excess 

of  Overlay,  1951 

6.20 

Overlay 

431.26 

Estimated  Receipts 


$8,637.46 

$3, ,200.00 


Total  Taxes  Assessed  $5,437.46 

Value  of  Personal  Estate  $24,775.00 
Assessed  Taxes  on 
Personal  Estate 


$99.10 
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Value  of  Real  Estate  $1,334,591.00 

Assessed  Taxes  on 

Real  Estate  $5,338.36 
Total  Assessed  Valuation  of  District  $1,359,366.00 
Number  of  Assessed  1 81 

Tax  Rate  $4.00  per  M 

Dighton  Electric  Light  District 

Appropriations  $3,251.25 

Overlay  123.27 


$3,374.52 

Total  Taxes  Assessed  $3,374.52 

Value  of  Personal  Estate  $191,847.00 

Assessed  Taxes  on 

Personal  Estate  $546.83 
Value  of  Real  Estate  $992,000.00 

Assessed  Taxes  on 

Real  Estate  $2,827.69 

Total  Assessed  Valuation  of  District  $1,183,847.00 
Number  Assessed  339 

Tax  Rate  $2.85  per  M 

Dighton  Water  District 

Appropriations  $18,605.00 

Overlay  543.53 


$19,148.53 

Estimated  Receipts  9,400.00 


Total  Taxes  Assessed  $9,748.53 

Value  of  Personal  Estate  $198,770.00 
Assessed  Taxes  on 

Personal  Estate  $1,510.67 
Value  of  Real  Estate  $1,083,925.00 
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Assessed  Taxes  on 

Real  Estate  $8,237.86 

Total  Assessed  Valuation  of  District  $1,282,695.00 
Number  Assessed  364 

Tax  Rate  $7.60  per  M 


Exempted  Property 


Dighton  Schools 
Bristol  County 

Agricultural  School 
Libraries 
Fire  Department 
Police  Department 
Sealer  of  Weights 
Highway  Department 
Cemeteries 

Charitable  Institutions 
Dighton  Water  District 
Somerset  Water  Department 
Churches  and  Parsonages 


$424,400.00 

282,610.00 
19,000.00 
18,000.00 
5,000.00 
50.00 
2,000.00 
1,050.  00 
4,850.00 
281,250.00 
31,000.00 
127,500.00 


$1,196,710.00 


Respectfully  submitted, 


FRANK  R.  O'CONNELL 
RAYMOND  A.  HORTON 
HAROLD  M.  MENDOZA 


Board  of  Assessors 
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TAX  COLLECTOR'S  REPORT 


1  950  Balance  due 
Dec.  31,  1951 
Added  Interest 


Real  Estate 

$1,382.59 

62.35  $  1 ,444.94 


Paid  Treasurer 

Abatements 

Tax  Title  Account 


Credit 

$1,207.1  1 
4.25 

233.58  $  1 ,444.94 


1  95 1  Balance  due 
Dec.  31,  1951 
Added  Interest 


$5,406.67 

87.89  $5,494.56 


Paid  Treasurer 
Tax  Title  Account 
Balance  due  Dec.  31, 


Credit 

$3,909.31 
270.98 
1952  1,314.27 


$5,494.56 


1  952  Warrant 
Added  Interest 


$145,822.93 

26.92  $145,849.85 


Paid  Treasurer 
Abatements 
Tax  Title  Account 
Balance  due  Dec.  31, 


Credit 

$137,812.20 
1,657.65 
525.91 
1952  5,854.09 


$145,849.85 
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1  95 1  Balance  due 
Dec.  31,  1951 
Added  Interest 


Poll  Taxes 


$10.00 

.08 


Paid  T reasurer 
Abatements 


Credit' 

$6.08 

4.00 


1952  Warrant 


$1,882.00 


Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $1,578.00 

Abatements  298.00 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  6.00 


Excise  and  Trailer  Tax 


1 950  Balance  due 

Dec.  31,  1951  $133.04 

Added  Interest  1.45 


Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $83.15 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  51.34 


1 951  Balance  due 

Dec.  31,  1951  $1,957.72 

Additional  Warrant  2,102.91 

Added  Interest  9.74 


$10.08 

$10.08 

$1,882.00 

$1,882.00 

$134.49 

$134.49 

$4,070.37 
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Paid  Treasurer 
Abatements 
Balance  due  Dec. 


1  952  Warrants 
Added  Interest 


Paid  Treasurer 
Abatements 
Balance  due  Dec. 


1  950  Balance  due 
Dec.  31,  1951 
Added  Interest 


Paid  Treasurer 


1 951  Balance  due 
Dec.  31,  1951 
Added  Interest 


Paid  Treasurer 
Balance  due  Dec. 


Credit 

$3,924.24 

2.00 

31,  1952  144.13 


$18,901.17 

.48 


Credit 

$  1 5,443.34 
210.71 

31,  1952  3,247.60 


Personal  Property 


$120.53 

2.97 


Credit 

$123.50 


$568.65 

8.77 


Credit 

$449.75 
1,  1952  127.67 


$4,070.37 


$18,901.65 


$18,901.65 


$123.50 


$123.50 


$577.42 


$577.42 
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1  952  Warrant 
Added  Interest 


$1 5,040.75 
3.24 


Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $14,373.37 

Abatements  25.59 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  645.03 


Dighton  Electric  Light  District 

1 950  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1951 

(Real  &  Personal)  $31.92 

Added  Interest  1.93 


Paid  Treasurer 


Credit 

$33.85 


1951  Balance  Real  Estate 
due  Dec.  31,  1951  $1  13.41 

Added  Interest  2.43 


Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $91.53 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  24.31 


1951  Balance  Personal  due 
Dec.  31,  1951  $14.24 

Added  Interest  1  8 


Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $10.37 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  4.05 


$15,043.99 

$15,043.99 

$33.85 

$33.85 

$1  15.84 

$1 15.84 

$14.42 


$14.42 
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1952  Real  Estate  Warrant  $2,827.69 


Added  Interest 


Paid  Treasurer 
Abatements 
Tax  Title  Account 
Balance  due  Dec.  31, 


1.00 


Credit 

$2,687.29 

23.80 

.86 

1952  116.74 


1952  Personal  Warrant  $546.83 

Added  Interest  .04 


Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $528.69 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  18.18 


North  Dighton  Fire  District 

1951  Real  Estate  Balance 
due  Dec.  31,  1951  $21.60 

Added  Interest  .41 


Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $22.01 


1952  Real  Estate  Warrant  $5,338.36 

Added  Interest  .43 


Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $5,150.39 

Abatements  47.00 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  141.10 


$2,828.69 

$2,828.69 

$546.87 

$546.87 

$22.01 

$22.01 

$5,338.79 

$5,338.79 
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1952  Personal  Warrant 

$99.10 

$99.10 

Credit 

Paid  Treasurer 

$99.10 

$99.10 

Dighton  Water 

District 

1951  Real  Estate  Balance 

due  Dec.  31,  1951 

$738.48 

Added  Interest 

8.74 

$747.22 

Credit 


Paid  Treasurer 

$626.1  1 

Abatements 

24.20 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952 

96.91 

$747.22 

1951  Personal  Balance  due 

Dec.  31,  1951 

$63.12 

% 

Added  Interest 

.73 

$63.85 

Credit 


Paid  Treasurer 

$54.94 

Abatements 

2.20 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,1952 

6.71 

$63.85 

1952  Real  Estate  Warrant 

$8,237.86 

Added  Interest 

2.70 

$8,240.56 

Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $7,606.53 

Abatements  91.96 

Tax  Title  Account  3.04 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  539.03  $8,240.56 
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1952  Personal  Warrant  $1,510.67 

Added  Interest  .15  $1,510.82 


Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $1,400.88 

i 

Abatements  4.79 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  105.15  $1,510.82 


Respectfully  submitted, 

PERCY  B.  SIMMONS, 

Town  Collector 


REPORT  OF  TREE  WARDEN 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Herewith  is  my  report  as  Tree  Warden  for  the  year 
1952: 


I  have  made  inspections  in  conjunction  with  the 
Hixon  Tree  Company,  New  England  Tel.  and  Tel.  Com¬ 
pany  and  Taunton  Electric  Light  Company. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


HENRY  P.  GOFF,  Tree  Warden 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT 

OF  STREETS 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  as  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  Streets: 


General  Account 

Various  streets,  cleaning  out  catch  basins, 

gravelling,  ledge,  brush  and  tree  work  $2,078.50 
Snow  plowing,  sanding  and  sand  2,217.40 

Grading  on  North  and  South  Dumps  215.00 

Work  on  truck,  gas  and  oil  141.00 

Material,  picks  sharpened  and  saws  filed  73.19 

Parts  and  repair  of  road  scraper  *  123.95 

Beacon  36.00 

Superintendent  of  Streets  260.00 


$5,145.04 


Chapter  81 : 

Briggs  St.,  Cleaning  up  shoulders,  scraping 
and  brush 

Cedar  St.,  Gravelling  scraping,  grading  tar¬ 
ring  and  fence 

Centre  St.,  Drainage,  grading,  shoulders, 
brush,  tarring  and  patching 

Eim  St.,  Gravelling,  scraping,  drainage 
tarring  and  patching 

Hart  St.,  Scraping,  drainage,  brush,  tarring 
and  patching 


$223.20 

7,314.49 

943.89 

579.72 


465.71 
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Horton  Stv  Scraping,  gravelling  and  brush  479.20 

Lewis  St.,  Scraping,  gravelling  and  brush  312.80 

Lincoln  Ave.,  Shoulders,  drainage,  tarring 

and  patching  334.49 

Main  St.,  Cleaning  out  catch  basins,  drain¬ 
age,  brush,  tarring  and  patching  1,508.56 

Middle  St.,  Tarring  and  patching  1,134.45 

Pine  St.,  Shoulders,  tarring  and  patching  275.1  1 

Pleasant  St.,  Shoulders,  brush,  drainage  and 

patching  308.96 

School  St.,  Gutters  and  drainage  205.92 

Somerset  Ave.,  Gutters,  brush  and  patching  214.04 

Smith  St.,  Scraping,  gravelling,  drainage, 

brush  and  ledge  2,070.60 

Tremont  St.,  Scraping,  gravelling  and  brush  220.60 

Wellington  St.,  Catch  basins,  brush,  tarring 

and  patching  511.78 

Williams  St.,  Scraping,  gravelling  drainage, 

brush,  tarring,  patching  and  ledge  1,823.22 

Various  Streets,  Scraping,  gravelling,  brush 

patching,  drainage  and  catch  basins  1,572.33 


$20,499.07 

Chapter  90: 

Pleasant  St.,  Tarring  $1,499.59 

Work  on  Sidewalks  $400.00 

Road  Machinery  Account: 

Repair  truck,  tire,  tube,  battery,  gas  and  oil  $883.21 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  P.  GOFF, 

Superintendent  of  Streets 
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REPORT  OF 

DIGHTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen: 

I  hereby  submit  the  report  for  the  Dighton  Fire  De 
partment  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1952. 

There  were  108  calls  for  the  Department  as  follows 

Type  Number 

Automobile  2 

Brush  7 

Chimney  4 

Dump  24 

Dwelling  2 

Electric  Wires  2 

Factory  1 

False  2 

Grass  21 

Greenhouse  _  l 

Hay  1 

Leaves  9 

Lumber  1 

Oil  Burner  1 

Stump  2 

Truck  3 

Wash  road  (accident)  1 

Woods  1 6 

Mutual  aid  to  Berkley,  Rehoboth 

and  Taunton  8 
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The  following  are  approximate  figures  on  the 
amount  of  water  pumped,  hose  laid  and  ladders  raised: 

105,345  gallons  water 
20,800  ft.  Booster  hose 
2,300  ft.  1  ]/8-inch  hose 
6,100  ft.  1  ]/2-inch  hose 
3,600  ft.  21/2-inch  hose 
110  ft.  ladders 

Drills  on  various  phases  of  fire  fighting  are  being 
held  monthly  and  are  well  attended. 

We  were  extremely  fortunate  during  the  unusually 
dry  summer  weather  in  not  having  a  number  of  woods 
fires  which  might  have  been  serious  due  to  the  tinder¬ 
like  conditions  in  the  woods. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Town  Of¬ 
ficials  and  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  for  their  assistance 
and  fine  cooperation  in  keeping  the  fire  losses  down 
during  the  year. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY, 

Chief  of  Dighton  Fire  Department 

and  Forest  Warden 
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REPORT  OF  DIGHTON  AMBULANCE 

Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen: 

I  hereby  submit  the  report  for  the  Dighton  Ambu¬ 


lance  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1952. 

During  the  year  the  ambulance  made  44  trips  as 
follows: 

To  Morton  Hospital  —  Taunton  23 

To  Robert  Bent  Brigham  Hospital  —  Boston  5 
To  Children's  Hospital  —  Boston  1 

To  Booth  Memorial  Hospital  —  Boston  1 

To  Rose  Hawthorne  Hospital  —  Fall  River  1 
To  Truesdale  Hospital  —  Fall  River  3 

To  Doctor's  Office  —  Fall  River  1 

To  Rest  Homes  2 

From  Morton  Hospital  —  Taunton  1 

From  Robert  Bent  Brigham  Hospital  — 

Boston  1 

From  Children's'  Hospital  —  Boston  1 

From  Rhode  Island  Hospital  —  Providence  1 
From  Booth  Memorial  Hospital  —  Boston  1 
From  South  Station  —  Boston  1 

Called  —  Not  Needed  1 

Patients  handled  —  44 
Cases  of  Illness  —  34 
Victims  of  Automobile  Accidents  —  6 
Occupational  Accidents  —  4 


I  wish  to  thank  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the 
Dighton  Fire  Department  who  have  so  willingly  manned 
the  ambulance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY, 

Chief  of  Dighton 

Fire  Department 
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DIGHTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  REPORT 


To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1952: 


Total  circulation  of  books  and  magazines  13,673 

Adult  books  6,044 

Juvenile  books  6,955 

Magazines  674 

Number  of  persons  using  reading  room  485 

Number  of  books  repaired  172 

Collected  in  fines  $45.58 


During  the  year,  322  books  were  added.  Also  two 
sets  of  encyclopedias  were  placed  in  the  reference  sec¬ 
tion. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HELENA  CHAMBERLAIN, 


Librarian 
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REPORT  OF  SEALER  OF 
WEIGHTS  &  MEASURES 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  De¬ 
cember  31,  1 952. 

I  have  tested,  adjusted  and  sealed  the  following: 

25  Scales  —  9  adjusted 
1 8  Weights 
18  Liquid  Measures 
2  Dry  Measures 
16  Gasoline  Meters 
5  Grease  Pumps 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY, 

Sealer  of  Weights 

and  Measures 


REPORT  OF 

GYPSY  MOTH  SUPERINTENDENT 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Trees  have  been  painted  on  the  streets  of  Dighton 
where  moth  nests  were  found,  as  ordered  by  the  Board 
of  Selectmen,  under  State  Supervision,  at  a  cost  of 
$189.00. 

The  spraying  was  done  by  the  Hixon  Tree  Com¬ 
pany  at  a  cost  of  $450.00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  ROSE, 

Gypsy  Moth  Superintendent 
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REPORT  OF  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen: 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1952: 


Arrests  and  Summons 

Drunkenness  8 

Fish  and  Game  Law  Violations  1 

Malicious  Damage  to  Real  Estate  1 

Malicious  Damage  to  Woodland  1 

Suspicion,  Breaking  &  Entering  (night)  1 

Transporting  Fireworks  1 

Weapons  Carrying,  without  Permit  3 


Weapons  Loaded,  Carrying  in  Motor  Vehicle  1 

Motor  Vehicle: 

Operating  Motor  Vehicle  to  Endanger  I  I 
Speeding  Convictions  19 

Miscellaneous  Motor  Vehicle  Arrests  20 

Motor  Vehicle  Violations  Booked  460 

Violations  to  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles 

for  action  117 

Summons  and  Arrests  made  for  other 

Cities  and  Towns  16 

License  Suspension  as  result  of  Complaints 

to  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles  61 

Complaints  and  Reports  Received  and 

Investigated  592 
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Report  of  Accidents 

20  Investigated  Accidents  during  1952. 

In  the  above  Accidents,  1  3  Persons  were  injured. 

1  of  the  above  Accidents  involved  a  Pedestrian. 

1  of  the  above  Accidents  involved  a  Bicycle  Rider. 

1  of  the  above  Accidents  was  caused  by  an  Opera¬ 

tor  who  suffered  a  heart  attack  while  operat¬ 
ing  a  Motor  Vehicle. 

6  Investigated  Minor  Accidents  in  which  there 
were  no  injuries  and  negligible  Property 
Damage. 

4  Unverified  Accidents  reported  to  Police  Depart¬ 
ment.  These  Accidents  were  not  reported  at 
time  of  Accident  and  no  Investigation  was 
conducted. 

2  Persons  claimed  injury  in  the  above  Unverified 

Accidents. 

There  were  no  fatal  accidents  in  Dighton  during 
the  year  1952.  The  number  of  persons  suffering  in¬ 
juries  as  a  result  of  accidents  was  substantially  less  than 
last  year.  A  check  of  the  accident  reports  shows  this 
to  be  the  lowest  injury  rate  in  accidents  in  the  Town 
since  1945.  There  were  no  records  of  accidents  previ¬ 
ous  to  1945,  from  which  a  comparison  might  be  made. 
The  accident  rate  is  the  lowest  since  1946  which  records 
a  total  of  16  accidents.  As  compared  with  the  accident 
figures  for  the  year  1951,  Total  Accidents  1951 — 52; 
1952 — 20;  Injuries  sustained  in  Accidents,  1951 — 40 
persons  injured:  1952 — 13  persons  injured. 

Excessive  speed  and  negligence  while  operating 
motor  vehicles  has,  in  nearly  all  cases,  been  the  cause 
of  accidents.  The  presence  of  a  cruiser  on  patrol  on 
the  highways  of  the  Town  has  effectively  reduced  the 
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number  of  violations  and  consequently  reduced  the  rate 
of  accidents. 

Radio  communications  services  furnished  by  the 
Massachusetts  State  Police  have  facilitated  fast  and  ef¬ 
ficient  coverage  of  all  emergencies. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  citizens  of  our  Town  and  all 
agencies  who  have  helped  us  in  maintaining  law  and 
order  in  our  Community. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILBUR  S.  MENGES, 

Chief  of  Police 


DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1952 

The  following  licenses  were  issued  during  the  year: 


Breeders 

3 

Male 

244 

Female 

42 

Spayed 

56 

Total 

345 

5 
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REPORT  OF 

DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 

To  the  Townspeople  of  Dighton: 

Under  the  able  direction  of  John  Cash,  the  Civilian 
Defense  Department  purchased  and  set  up  a  radio  in 
connection  with  the  state  air  raid  warning  system.  This 
radio  is  now  in  operation  at  the  office  of  the  Chief  of 
Police.  Two  air  raid  sirens  were  installed;  one  at  the 
high  school  and  the  other  on  top  of  the  Arnold  Hoffman 
Co.  A  house  to  house  survey  to  determine  the  number 
of  people  who  would  take  refugees  into  their  homes  in 
the  event  of  a  disaster  was  conducted  and  completed.  A 
truck  survey  to  determine  the  number  of  and  type  of 
trucks  in  the  town  was  carried  out. 

Upon  taking  over  Mr.  John  Cash's  duties,  I  found 
his  files  to  be  accurate  and  complete. 

Since  May,  1952,  there  have  been  only  three  direc¬ 
tives  which  have  been  important,  in  my  estimation,  to 
the  Town  of  Dighton.  The  first  was  the  blood  typing 
program  which  was  successfully  carried  out.  The  sec¬ 
ond,  not  yet  completed,  is  the  registration  of  nurses, 
doctors,  dentists  and  medical  technicians.  The  third  is 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Charles  Day  —  Ground 
Observation  Corps  —  it  is  a  most  important  function  and 

I  urge  any  of  you  that  have  the  time,  to  sign  up  for  the 
program. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  town  officials  and  the  towns¬ 
people  of  Dighton  for  cooperating  with  this  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  F.  CRAWFORD, 

Civilian  Defense  Director 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT 


To  the  Citizens  and  Taxpayers  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

Herewith  is  a  report  of  the  financial  transactions  of 
the  Town  of  Dighton  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1952: 

Classification  of  Treasurer's  Receipts  for  1952 

Cash  Balance  as  of  January  1,  1952  $472,224.90 

Received  from 

Tax  Collector: 

1950  Real  Estate 

Taxes  $1,144.76 

1951  Real  Estate 

Taxes  3,821.42 

1952  Real  Estate 

Taxes  137,785.28 

1950  Personal  Property 

Taxes  120.53 

1951  Personal  Property 

Taxes  440.98 

1952  Personal  Property 

Taxes  14,370.13 

1951  Poll  Taxes  6.00 

1952  Poll  Taxes  1,578.00 

- $159,267.10 

1950  Motor  Vehicle 

Excise  $81.70 

1951  Motor  Vehicle 

Excise  3,914.50 

1952  Motor  Vehicle 

Excise  15,442.86 


19,439.06 
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Interest  on  Taxes: 

Real  Estate 

$177.16 

Personal  Property 

14.98 

Poll  Taxes 

.08 

Motor  Vehicle 

Excise 

1 1.67 

203.89 


Total  Collector's  Receipts  $178,910.05 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Income  Tax 

$7,559.79 

Corp.  Tax — 

Business 

37,016.17 

Meals  Tax 

1,707.45 

School  Aid — 

Chapter  70 

30,722.84 

School  Trans. 

13,344.78 

Vocational 

Education 

6,500.69 

Tuition  — 

State  Wards 

602.60 

School  Supt. 

2,426.66 

$99,880.98 


Departmental  Receipts: 


Town  Nurse 

$86.00 

Town  Library 

40.15 

Sealer  of  Weights 

&  Measures 

40.05 

School  Department: 

Dental  Fund  445.00 
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Check  Returned 

97.50 

Sanitary  Fund 

52.52 

Vocational  Labor 

&  Materials 

85.80 

Books 

30.91 

Broken  Windows 

2.90 

Sale  Ford  Car 

2.00 

Sale  of  Machine 

10.00 

Sale  of  Scales 

10.00 

Discount  on 

Oil  Bills 

1 1.27 

Rent — No.  Dighton 

School 

150.00 

Labor  on  Sidewalk 

14.00 

Natural  Gas 

Easement 

468.00 

Use  of  Ambulance 

&  Truck 

27.00 

Telephone  Calls 

7.63 

Electricity  Refund 

88.22 

Insurance  Rebate 

8.46 

ix  Titles: 

Tax  Titles 

$432.08 

Interest 

8.26 

Preparing  Deeds 

8.00 

Treasurer's  Unidentified  Receipts 


1 ,677.41 


448.34 

29.81 


Departmental  Revenue: 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children: 

From  State  $2,601.47 
Disability  Assistance: 

From  State  1,180.77 

Disability  Assistance  ADM: 
From  State  62.17 
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Old  Age  Assistance: 


From  State 

18,013.67 

From  Cities 

668.43 

From  Towns 

366.63 

19,048.73 

Veterans  Benefits: 

From  State 

1,122.85 

Public  Welfare: 

From  State 

1,719.15 

From  Cities 

415.85 

From  Towns 

948.19 

3,083.19 

School  Department: 

H.  S.  Tuition 

16,854.00 

Voc.  Tuition 

2,131.40 

Tuition 

525.80 

Telephone 

90.02 

1 9,601 .22 
Dighton-Berkley  Bridge  3.60 


Board  of  Health: 

From  State  32.86 

Street  Department  24.10 

-  46,760.96 


Aid  to  Highway  Revenue: 


Chapter  81 
State 


$16,320.07 
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Chapter  90 — Maintenance: 

From  State  $500.00 

From  County  500.00 

1,000.00 

Chapter  90  D-B  Bridge: 

From  State  $1,636.26 

From  County  1,368.33 

3,004.59 

-  20,324.66 


Town  Clerk: 

District  Court 

Fines  $1  1 5.00 

Dog  Licenses  771.00 

Road  Machinery 

Fund  1,656.00 

Fed.  Withholding 

Tax  21,467.90 

County  Retirement  1,701.53 

- 25,711.43 


U.  S.  Grants: 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 
Administration  $287.18 
Disability  Assistance 

Administration  161.86 
Old  Age  Assistance 

Administration  958.90 
Aid  to  Dependent 
Children 


2,815.80 
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Disability 

Assistance  1,537.50 
Old  Age 

Assistance  17,938.82 

-  23,700.06 


Grants  and  Gifts: 


Police  Dept. — 
Special 
Fire  Dept. — 

Special 

Taunton  Greyhound 


$9,617.00 

894.33 


Ass'n 

500.00 

censes: 

Advertising  Costs 

$22.38 

Auctioneer 

2.00 

Auto  Dealer 

25.00 

Cabin 

1.50 

Common  Victualler 

45.00 

Dancing  Permit 

6.00 

Denatured  Alcohol 

9.00 

Fire  Arms 

3.00 

Gasoline 

6.50 

Golf  Range 

5.00 

Ice  Cream 

Manufacturing 

5.00 

Junk 

20.00 

Liquor 

1,250.00 

Lord's  Day 

50.00 

Lord's  Day 

Entertainment 

36.00 

Malt  &  Wine 

250.00 

Milk 

10.50 

1  1,01  1.33 
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Oleo 

.50 

Oyster  Bed 

Privilege 

50.00 

Package  Store 

400.00 

Peddler 

8.00 

Pistol  Permit 

4.00 

Sausage 

Manufacturing 

5.00 

2,214.38 


Miscellaneous: 

Cemetery  Bequest  100.00 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds  131.68 
Charles  S.  Chase  Trust  Fund  21.36 
County  of  Bristol  Dog  Fund  524.17 

Elementary  School  Milk  Ac'nt  1,126.49 
Elementary  Cafeteria  7,856.34 

High  School  Cafeteria  12,459.95 

High  School  Athletics  1,813.17 


TOTAL  RECEIPTS 


$434,702.57 


$906,92 7.47 


Classification  of  Treasurer's  Expenditures  for  1952 

Departmental: 

General  Government: 

Selectmen's  Dept.: 

Salaries  $860.12 

Salaries  of 

Clerks  1,020.11 

Travel  Expense  4.98 

Ass'n  Dues  31.00 
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Printing,  Stationery 

and  Postage  205.72 

Miscellaneous  25.75 

-  $2,147.68 


Auditing  Dept: 

Salary  $788.71 

Ass'n  Dues  3.00 

Printing,  Stationery 

and  Postage  50.55 

-  842.26 


Treasury  Dept.: 


Salary  $1,137.50 

Surety  Bond 

95.50 

Travel  Expense 

31.68 

Ass'n  Dues 

2.00 

Printing,  Stationery 

and  Postage 

26.95 

Miscellaneous 

4.60 

-  1,298.23 

Tax  Collector's  Dept.: 

Salary  $1,245.79 

Rent,  Telephone, 

etc.  82.35 

Property  Taking 

Costs  13.24 

Warrant 

Investigations  18.00 

Surety  Bond  178.50 

Printing,  Stationery 

and  Postage  393.39 


1,931.27 
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Assessors'  Dept.: 

Salaries  $1,949.87 


Clerk 

135.35 

Annual  Dues 

9.00 

Travel  Expense 

42.00 

Printing,  Stationery 

and  Postage 

190.75 

Town  Clerk: 

Salary 

$595.79 

Clerk 

51.75 

Surety  Bond 

7.50 

Ass'n  Dues 

2.00 

Printing,  Stationery 

and  Postage 

359.00 

Election  and  Registration: 

Registrars 

$300.00 

Election  Officers 

791.00 

Census 

332.75 

Miscellaneous 

1.26 

Town  Office  Dept.: 

Insurance  (all)  $5,804.25 

Telephone 

117.08 

Printing,  Stationery 

and  Postage 

63.96 

2,326.97 


1,016.04 


1,425.01 


5,985.29 


Other  Expenses: 
Printing  Town 
Reports 


$729.40 
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Advertising  Costs  41.45 

Moderator's  Salary  20.00 

Tree  Warden's  Salary  35.00 

Hydrant  Rental  1,  125.00 
Care  of 

Playground  17.00 

Legal  Fees  60.00 

-  2,027.85 

Total  General  Government 
Protection  of  Persons  and  Property: 


Police  Dept.: 


Chief's  Salary  $3 

,445.00 

Wages 

266.25 

Special  Officer 

(school) 

240.43 

Mileage 

566.86 

Telephone 

171.79 

Equipment: 

Safety  Belts 

20.87 

Badges 

60.39 

Road  Flares 

17.85 

99.1 1 

Radio  Repairs 

78.51 

Lock-Up  Fees  & 

Expense 

25.00 

Ass'n  Dues 

3.00 

Printing,  Stationery 

and  Postage 

64.79 

$4,960.74 

lice  Dept. — Special: 

Taunton  Greyhound 

Ass'n 

9,617.00 

$19,000.60 
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Fire  Dept.: 

Wages  $1,417.24 

Janitor  180.00 


Equipment: 

500'  2W  Hose 

$857.50 

Batteries 

22.71 

Exp.  Rings  & 

Coup. 

5.08 

Fire 

Extinguishers 

72.00 

1 0  Pump  Tanks 

320.00 

Hydrant  Gate 

49.50 

Leather  Helmets 

103.48 

1,430.27 

144.46 
390.36 
678.50 
35.00 
55.17 
25.80 
31.52 
5.00 
551.79 

-  4,945.11 

Fire  Dept. — Special: 

Taunton  Greyhound 

Ass'n  $700.00 

Natural  Gas  Line  194.33 

-  894.33 

New  Fire  Pump  1,500.00 


Total  Protection  of  Persons 
and  Property 


Gasoline  &  Oil 
Truck  Repairs 
Fuel  Oil 

Oil  Burner  Repairs 

Light 

Water 

Water  Connections 
Ass'n  Dues 
Telephone 


$21,917.18 
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Health  and  Sanitation: 

Board  of  Health: 

Adm.  Salaries  $408.17 

Nurses7  Salaries  1,344.24 

Dues  &  Luncheons  26.50 

Medical  Treatments 

and  Clinics  65.88 

T-B  X-Ray  300.00 

Water  Delivery  188.73 

Animal  Inspector  175.00 

Sealer  Weights  &  Measures: 

New  Dies  $  1 5. 1 0 

Salary  100.00 


115.10 

Milk  Inspector  166.59 

Ambulance: 

Gas  &  Oil  $66.82 

Repairs  86.49 

Laundry  3.25 

Drivers  170.75 


327.31 

Telephone  85.08 

Playground  Rental  35.00 

Vital  Statistics: 

Births  $51.00 

Deaths  48.75 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Marriages  58.00 

Affidavits  8.00 


165.75 


Printing,  Stationery 

and  Postage  6.60 

-  $3,409.95 


Mosquito  Control: 

State  Reclamation  Board  250.00 


Total  Health  and  Sanitation 

Highways  and  Bridges: 

Street  Dept.: 

Wages  $1,842.40 

Supt.'s  Salary  240.00 

Gas  &  Oil  106.15 

Truck  Repairs  69.85 

Gravel,  Materials  338.64 
Equipment  158.00 

Cleaning  Dumps  215.00 
Snow  &  Ice 

Removal  2,139.00 

Beacon  Maintenance  36.00 

- $5,145.04 


Dighton-Berkley  Bridge: 

Wages  $910.00 

Power  12.00 

Repairs  7.75 
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$3,659.95 


929.75 
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Road  Machinery  Account: 

Gas  &  Oil  $426.44 

Truck  Repairs  456.77 

-  883.21 

Chapter  90  Maintenance: 

Labor  $176.00 

Hired  Equipment  92.00 

Materials  1,231.59 

-  1,499.59 


Chapter  90 — Dighton-Berkley  Bridge: 

Contract  Work  3,263.57 

Chapter  81 : 

Labor  $7,008.00 

Hired  Equipment  8,190.40 
Materials  5,200.67 

- — -  20,399.07 

Sidewalk  Maintenance: 

Labor  $253.60 

Materials  146.40 

-  400.00 

Care  of  Town  Elms: 

Spraying  1,221.00 

Gypsy  Moth: 

Lab°r  639.00 


Total  Highways  and  Bridges 


$34,380.23 
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Charities  and  Veterans'  Benefits: 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children: 


Direct  Aid: 

Cash 

Kind 

Clerk 


$7, 1 70.08 

249.20 

240.20 


$7,659.48 


Disability  Assistance: 

Direct  Aid: 

Cash  $4,777.96 

Kind  400.30 

- -  5,178.26 

Old  Age  Assistance: 

Direct  Aid: 

Cash 
Kind 

Outside  Relief 
Adm.  Salaries 
Clerk 
Mileage 
Telephone 
Office  Supplies 


$39,272.18 

3,847.58 

977.92 

66.64 

606.76 

29.02 

17.80 

7.25 

-  44,825.15 


Veterans'  Benefits: 

Salary  of  Agent 
Direct  Aid 
Medical  Care 
Fuel 

Annual  Dues 


$100.00 
2,385.00 
1 16.00 
30.00 
5.00 

- —  '  •  2,636.00 


6 
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Public  Welfare: 

Cash  Grants 

$1,316.00 

Groceries 

407.87 

Fuel 

123.60 

Laundry 

50.80 

Clothing 

121.81 

Rent 

59.50 

Medical  Care 

1,035.80 

Outside  Relief 

1,490.70 

4,606.08 


General  Relief  Administration: 


Adm.  Salaries 
Clerk 
Telephone 
Mileage 
Ass'n  Dues 
Office  Supplies 


$341.53 

1,789.74 

105.53 

52.88 

13.00 

69.77 


Christmas  Fund 


2,372.45 

500.00 


Total  Charities  and 

Veterans7  Benefits 

Schools  and  Library: 

School  Dept.: 

Teachers7 

Salaries  $106,976.12 
General  Control  6,515.88 
Transportation  11,463.40 
Telephones  632.10 

Janitors7  Salaries  12,407.23 
H.  S.  Secretary  352.00 
Books  2,268.22 


$67,777.42 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


83 


Supplies 

2,425.67 

Fuel 

3, 103.83 

Electricity 

1 ,743.64 

Gas 

200.31 

Boiler  Repairs 

13.39 

Janitors' 

Supplies 

918.52 

Health 

2,498.70 

New  Equipment 

1,472.81 

Repairs 

2,319.39 

H.  S.  Library 

342.13 

Household  Arts 

55.25 

Vocational  Shop 

589.82 

Miscellaneous 

1,456.90 

H.  S.  Driveway 

Repairs 

328.44 

Dental  Fund 

919.00 

Tuition 

75.00 

$1 59,077.75 

U.  S.  Grants: 

Smith-Hughes  Fund 

239.56 

H.  S.  Water  Installation: 

1,600.00 

School  Water  Supply: 

Labor 

$86.00 

Electricity 

25.40 

1 1  1.40 


Public  Library: 

Salary  of  Librarian  $541.58 


Asst.  Librarian  21.00 

Janitor  230.00 

Books  800.87 

Periodicals  53.00 
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Supplies 

18.15 

Mending 

31.59 

Fuel 

233.68 

Lights 

32.95 

Repairs 

132.79 

Water 

26.50 

Connecting  Water 

22.00 

2,144.11 


Total  Schools  and  Library  $163,172.82 


Unclassified  School  Accounts: 


High  School  Athletics: 


Officers 

$84.00 

Officials 

427.50 

Janitors 

91.00 

T  ransportation 

304.00 

Supplies 

1,524.19 

Printing 

226.08 

Cleaning 

95.75 

Scouting 

28.48 

Enrollment  Fees 

15.50 

Institutional  Dues 

15.00 

Medical  Care  & 

Attendance 

50.50 

Guarantee — Game 

60.00 

Miscellaneous 

9.69 

$2,931.69 


High  School  Cafeteria: 


Labor 

Food 

Laundry 

Supplies 


$3,392.00 

8,819.86 

147.70 

106.60 


12,466.16 
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Elementary  School  Cafeteria: 


Labor 

Food 

Supplies 

Laundry 

Miscellaneous 


$1 ,725.00 
4,970.46 
147.59 
39.25 
7.98 


-  6,890.28 

Elementary  School  Milk  Account  1,253.51 


Total  Unclassified 

School  Accounts  $23,541.64 


New  Elementary  School  Construction: 


Contract 

Estimates  $312,090.12 
Architectural 

Services  7,802.25 

Advertising  for  Bids  60.52 
Water  Installation  2,180.04 
Kitchen  Equipment  1  1,292.67 
Water  Heaters  398.00 

First  Aid  Room 

Supplies  784.75 

New  Machines  for 

Principals'  Office  298.05 
Teletalk  System  1,228.11 
New  Equipment 

for  Janitors  1,304.47 

Fire  Extinguishers  123.00 
Cash  Registers 

(lunchroom)  900.00 

Schoolroom 

Furniture  3,361.20 

Restroom 

Furniture  562.91 
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Stage  Curtain 

1,500.00 

Assembly  Chairs  and 

Storage  Trucks 

4,223.64 

Work  on 

Grading  Lawn 

10,134.50 

Basketball 

Equipment 

1,037.78 

Lockers  &  Hardware 

681.00 

Flagpole 

137.63 

Miscellaneous 

Equipment 

800.82 

Miscellaneous: 

Blueprints 

$8.40 

Moving  Piano 

10.00 

Dedication  Exp. 

35.66 

Sign 

54.06 

80.00 

$361 ,035.52 


Interest  and  Maturing  Debt: 

Interest: 

High  School  Bonds  $100.00 
Elementary  School 

Bonds  10,340.00 

-  $10,440.00 


Bonds: 

High  School  $4,000.00 
Elementary  School  25,000.00 


Total  Interest  and 
Maturing  Debt 


29,000.00 


$39,440.00 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


87 


Unclassified  and  Miscellaneous: 

Civil  Defense: 

Equipment  $356.66 

Office  Supplies 

and  Postage  36.27 

- $392.93 

Memorial  Day  Observance: 

Flags  $37.50 

Flowers  76.15 

— -  113.65 

Tax  Title  Account: 

Deeds  and  Investigation  13.11 

Total  Unclassified  and 
Miscellaneous 

Agency  and  Trust  Funds: 

Tmst  Funds: 

Cemetery  Bequest  $100.00 
Perpetual  Care  Funds  1 3 1 .68 
Charles  S.  Chase 

Fund  21.36 

-  $253.04 

State: 

State  Audit  $781.80 

State  Parks  517.28 

-  1,299.08 

County  Taxes: 

Dog  Licenses  $771.00 


$519.69 
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Retirement 


Assessment 

T.  B.  Hospital 
Assessment 
County  Tax 

903.73 

4,004.49 

10,722.44 

16,401.66 

Federal  Withholding  Tax: 

Withheld  from  Wages 

19,695.85 

County  Retirement: 

Withheld  from  Wages 

1,510.83 

Total  Agency  and  Trust  Funds  $39,160.46 


Refunds: 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 


$304.29 


Total  Expenditures 


$77 3,909.80 


Cash  Balance  as  of  December  31,  1952  $133,017.67 


DEPARTMENTAL  STATEMENT 


General  Government: 

Appropriation 

From  Various  Accounts 

From  Reserve  Acct. — Appr. 


Expenditures 


$15,021.01 

2,015.94 

1,000.00 

$18,036.95 

17,950.60 


Balance 


$86.35 
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Hydrant  Rental: 

(Dighton  Water  District) 

Appropriation 

1,050.00 

• 

Expenditures 

1,050.00 

Balance 

none 

Fire  Department: 

Appropriation 

4,626.00 

From  Reserve  Acct. — Appr. 

320.00 

Expenditures 

4,946.00 

4,945.1  1 

Balance 

.89 

500-Gallon  Pump: 

Appropriation 

1,500.00 

Expenditures 

1,500.00 

Balance 

none 

Fire  Department — Special: 

Taunton  Greyhound  Ass'n 

700.00 

Natural  Gas  Line 

194.00 

Expenditures 

» 

894.33 

894.33 

Balance 


none 
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Police  Department: 

Appropriation  5,555.00 

Expenditures  4,960.74 


Balance  594.26 

Police  Department — Special: 

Taunton  Greyhound  Ass'n  9,617.00 

Expenditures  9,617.00 


Balance 

Board  of  Health: 

Appropriation  3,7 1 4.24 

From  Reserve  Acct. — Appr.  95.71 


3,809.95 

Trans,  to  General  Gov't  400.00 


none 


3,409.95 

Expenditures  3,409.95 

Balance 
Mosquito  Control: 

Appropriation  250.00 

Expenditures  250.00 

Balance 
Care  of  Town  Elms: 

Appropriation  1,000.00 

From  Reserve  Acct. — Appr.  221 .00 


1,221.00 

Expenditures  1,221.00 


none 


none 


Balance 


none 
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Gypsy  Moth: 

Appropriation 

Trans,  to  General  Gov't 

750.00 

111.00 

Expenditures 

639.00 

639.00 

Balance 

none 

Chapter  81 : 

Appropriation 

From  Excess  &  Deficiency 

7,200.00 

13,200.00 

Expenditures 

20,400.00 

20,399.07 

Balance 

.93 

Chapter  90  Maintenance: 

Appropriation 

From  Excess  &  Deficiency 

o  o 
o  o 

o  o 
o  o 

IT)  O 

*«■» 

• 

Expenditures 

1,500.00 

1,499.59 

Balance 

.41 

Chapter  90  Dighton-Berkley  Bridge: 

1-1-52  Balance  3,448.69 

Expenditures  3,263.57 


Balance 


185.12 
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Dighton-Berkley  Bridge: 

Appropriation  900.00 

From  Reserve  Acct. — Appr.  29.75 

929.75 

Expenditures  929.75 

Balance 

Road  Machinery  Account: 

From  Road  Machinery  Fund  900.00 

Expenditures  883.21 


Balance 

Sidewalk  Construction: 

From  Excess  &  Deficiency  400.00 

Expenditures  400.00 

Balance 

Street  Department: 

Appropriation  .  5,150.74 

Expenditures  5,145.04 


Balance 


Aid  to  Dependent  Children: 

U.  S.  Grant:  1-1-52  Balance  2,153.55 
U.  S.  Grant  received  in  1952  2,815.80 


4,969.35 

Appropriation  5,000.00 


none 


16.79 


none 


5.70 


9,969.35 
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Trans,  to  D.  A.  1,990.06 

Trans,  to 

General  Gov't  295.46 


Expenditures 

2,285.52 

7,683.83 

7,419.28 

Balance — Apropriation 

4.45 

Balance — U.  S.  Grant 

260.10 

Disability  Assistance: 

U.  S.  Grant  received  in  1952 

1,537.50 

Appropriation 

2,000.00 

Trans,  from  ADC 

1,990.06 

Expenditures 

5,527.56 

5,178.26 

Balance — U.  S.  Grant 

349.30 

Old  Age  Assistance: 

U.  S.  Grant:  1-1-52  Balance 

6,471.08 

U.  S.  Grant  received  in  1952 

17,938.82 

Appropriation 

24,409.90 

20,000.00 

• 

44,409.90 

Expenditures 

44,097.68 

Balance — U.  S.  Grant 


312.22 
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Public  Welfare: 

Appropriation  4,500.00 

From  Reserve  Acct. — Appr.  106.08 

4,606.08 

Expenditures  4,606.08 

Balance 

Veterans'  Benefits: 

Appropriation  3,000.00 

Trans,  to  General  Gv't  518.00 

2,482.00 

From  Reserve  Acct. — Appr.  154.00 

2,636.00 

Expenditures  2,636.00 

Balance 

General  Relief  Administration: 

Appropriation  3,108.00 

Trans,  to  General  Gov't  500.00 

2,608.00 

Expenditures  2,372.45 


none 


none 


Balance 


235.55 
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ADC  Administration: 

U.  S.  Grant:  1-1-52  Balance  241.58 

U.  S.  Grant  received  in  1952  287.18 

528.76 

Expenditures  240.20 

Balance — U.  S.  Grant 

DA  Administration: 

U.  S.  Grant  received  in  1952 
Expenditures 

Balance — U.  S.  Grant 

OAA  Administration: 

U.  S.  Grant — 1-1-52  Balance 
U.  S.  Grant  received  in  1952 


Expenditures 

Balance — U.  S.  Grant 

Christmas  Fund: 

Received  from  Taunton 

Greyhound  Ass'n  500.00 

Expenditures  500.00 


254.88 

958.90 

1 ,21 3.78 
727.47 


161.86 

none 


288.56 


161.86 


486.31 


Balance 


none 
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School  Department: 

1-1-52  Balance  for 

H.  S.  Water  Installation 
Appropriation 

From  Reserve  Acct. — Appr. 

♦ 

1 ,600.00 
1 56,781 .00 
2,700.00 

Trans.  Elementary  Cafeteria 

161,081.00 

500.00 

Expenditures 

160,581.00 

160,580.25 

Balance 

U.  S.  Grant:  Smith-Hughes  Fund: 

1-1-52  Balance 

Expenditures 

248.70 

239.56 

Balance — U.  S.  Grant 

School  Water  Supply: 
Appropriation 

Trans,  to  General  Gov't 

200.00 

100.82 

Expenditures 

99.18 

99.18 

Balance 

Elementary  School  Milk  Account: 
1-1-52  Balance 

Receipts 

127.02 

1,126.49 

Expenditures 

1,253.51 

1,253.51 

.75 


9.14 


none 


Balance 


none 
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Elementary  School  Cafeteria: 
Appropriation 
Receipts 


500.00 

7,856.34 


Expenditures 

Balance 


8,356.34 

6,890.28 


High  School  Cafeteria: 

1-1-52  Balance  40.24 

Receipts  12,459.95 


Expenditures 

Balance 

High  School  Athletic  Fund: 
1-1-52  Balance 
Receipts 
Appropriation 


12,500.19 

12,466.16 


486.1  1 
1,813.17 
1,000.00 


3,299.28 

Expenditures  2,931.69 


Balance 

Elementary  School  Building  Construction: 
1-1-52  Balance  354,147.02 

From  Excess  &  Deficiency  10,000.00 


364,147.02 

Expenditures  361,035.52 


Balance 


1,466.06 


34.03 


367.59 


3, 11 1.50 


7 
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Elementary  School  Site: 


1-1-52  Balance 
Trans,  to  General  Gov't 

Balance 


90.66 

90.66 


Public  Library: 

Appropriation 
From  Dog  Fund 
From  Reserve  Acct.- 


Expenditures 

Balance 

Civil  Defense: 

1-1-52  Balance 
Expenditures 


-Appr. 


1,600.00 

524.17 

19.94 

2,144.1  1 
2,144.1  1 


513.84 

392.93 


Balance 


County  Retirement  Assessment: 

Appropriation  903.73 

Expenditures  903.73 

Balance 

Memorial  Day  Observance: 

Appropriation 
Expenditures 


125.00 
1 13.65 


none 


none 


120.91 


none 


Balance 


1  1.35 
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Land  Taking  Costs: 

1-1-52  Balance 
Expenditures 

Balance 

Tax  Title  Redemption  Cost: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Town  Cemetery  Account: 

1-1-52  Balance 
Expenditures 

Balance 

Federal  Withholding  Tax: 

Withheld  from  Wages 
Expenditures 

Balance 

County  Retirement  Tax: 

Withheld  from  Wages 
Expenditures 

Balance 

Interest  on  School  Bonds: 


200.00 

none 


200.00 

13.1  1 


51.40 

none 


21 ,467.90 
19,695.85 


1,701.53 

1,510.83 


200.00 


186.89 


51.40 


1,772.05 


190.70 


1  - 1  -52  Balance  of  Premium  on 
*  *  Elementary  School  Loan 


737:90 


100 


ANNUAL 


REPORT 


Appropriation 


9,702.10 


Expenditures 


10,440.00 

10,440.00 


Balance 

School  Bond  Retirement: 

Appropriation  29,000.00 

Expenditures  29,000.00 


Balance 

Cemetery  Bequests: 

Receipts 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund 
Receipts 
Expenditures 

Balance 


100.00 

100.00 


131.68 

131.68 


Charles  S.  Chase  Trust  Fund: 
Receipts 
Expenditures 

Balance 

Dog  Licenses: 

Receipts 

Expenditures 


21.36 

21.36 


771.00 

771.00 


none 


none 


none 


none 


none 


Balance 


none 
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Reserve  Account  Appropriated: 

From  Excess  &  Deficiency  5,000.00 


To:  School  Dept.  2,700.00 
Care  Town  Elms  221.00 
General  Gov't  1,000.00 
Fire  Dept.  320.00 

Board  of  Health  95.71 
D-B  Bridge  29.75 

Veterans'  Benefits  154.00 
Public  Welfare  106.08 
Public  Library  19.94 


4,646.48 


Balance 


353.52 


Total  Appropriation  Balances 


$1,696.07 


Revenue  Receipts  over  Assessors'  Estimates  26,159.55 


Surplus  Revenue  to  Excess  &  Deficiency 


Account  for  1  952 


$27,855.62 


I  certify,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief, 
that  the  reports  contained  herein  are  correct.  The  cash 
balances  of  all  officers  intrusted  with  the  receipt,  cus¬ 
tody  or  expenditure  of  money  have  been  verified  and 
all  such  books  and  accounts  are  in  order.  The  Tax  Col¬ 
lector's  report  as  published  is  correct.  All  payments  to 
the  Treasurer  have  been  properly  warranted,  and  all  re¬ 
ceipts  have  been  recorded.  Cash  and  Securities  of  the 
Trust  Funds  have  been  verified,  all  income  accounted 
for,  and  all  payments  warranted. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


RUTH  D.  LEEMING, 

Town  Auditor 


Town  of  Dighton  BALANCE  SHEET  December  31,  1952 
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Opened  for  Sessions  September  9,  1952 
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DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 


The  work  of  the  Dighton  Elementary  School 
Building  Committee  has  been  completed.  A  modern, 
fireproof,  well-lighted,  properly  ventilated  and  heated 
eighteen  room  building  stands  in  a  landscaped  setting 
in  Segreganset  with  spacious  playground  provisions  both 
for  the  younger  children  and  the  older  children  and  with 
a  fully  equipped  cafeteria,  and  combination  auditorium- 
gymnasium. 

This  new  building  provides  educational  facilities  for 
all  of  the  children  of  the  town,  grades  one  through  eight. 
Each  classroom  has  approximately  804  square  feet  of 
floor  area  and  is  provided  with  fluorescent  lights,  cloth¬ 
ing  wardrobe,  storage  cabinets,  and  running  water.  The 
ceilings  are  soundproofed.  Each  room  is  furnished  with 
an  electric  time  clock  and  two-way  intercommunication 
system  for  immediate  contact  between  the  teacher  and 
the  principal. 

The  principal  has  a  reception  room,  inner  office, 
and  a  fireproof  archives  room  for  records.  The  school 
nurse  has  a  completely  equipped  room  for  sanitation  and 
health  supervision  requirements.  Special  teachers  rooms 
have  been  provided  both  for  the  men  and  women  teach¬ 
ers  of  the  building.  There  is  a  central  foyer  from  which 
each  corridor  leads  with  two  storage  rooms  and  a  library 
at  the  beginning  of  the  longer  corridor.  Separate  toilet 
facilities  have  been  provided  for  younger  and  older  chil¬ 
dren,  both  for  boys  and  girls.  There  are  two  janitors' 
supplies  closets  and  a  compact  furnace  room  equipped 
with  two  low-grade  oil  burning  furnaces,  one  of  which 
will  heat  the  building  except  in  most  extreme  weather. 
A  separate  paper  incinerator  and  hot-water  heater  are 
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also  provided  as  is  a  gas-driven  auxiliary  lighting  system 
in  event  of  electricity  failure. 

The  building  was  dedicated  on  Sunday,  November 
16,  1952,  at  three  o'clock  with  Dr.  Raymond  A.  Fitz¬ 
gerald  representing  the  State  Department. of  Education 
and  with  Dr.  John  E.  Marshall,  administrator  of  the  State 
School  Building  Assistance  Commission  making  the  main 
address. 

Respectively  submitted, 

JAMES  K.  ALLEN,  Chairman 
HELEN  H.  LANE,  Financial  Secretary 
WALTER  H.  CANDALET,  Secretary 
THEODORE  LADD 
RICHARD  DE  MELLO 
ELEANOR  S.  SMITH 
LAWRENCE  MENDOZA 
ALAN  BRIGGS 

JOHN  ROLFE,  Education  Adviser 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE  TOWN  OF 

DIGHTON 


Year  Ending  December  31,  1952 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Term  Expires 


Wyman  E.  Hawkes,  Chairman  1955 

Segreganset 

Mrs.  Catherine  C.  Carr,  Secretary  1955 

Briggs  Street,  North  Dighton 
Peter  R.  Tuttle,  Financial  Secretary  1954 

Williams  Street,  North  Dighton 
Anthony  Andrews  1953 

Somerset  Avenue,  North  Dighton 
Herbert  Holt  1953 

22  Andrews  Street,  North  Dighton 
Lawrence  Mendoza  1954 

Elm  Street,  Dighton 

Superintendent 


John  J.  Rolfe,  B.Ed.,  M.Ed. 

Residence:  1  17  School  Street,  North  Dighton 
Office:  Dighton  High  School,  Segreganset 
Telephone:  Dighton  3361  (Office) 

Taunton  2-0698  (Home) 

Office  Hours: 

Monday  through  Friday,  8:30  A.  M.  -  9:30  A.  M. 
and  by  appointment. 

Secreta ry 

Gladys  P.  Babbitt 

School  Physician 

Charles  M.  Souza,  M.D. 

School  Nurse 

Esther  Bowden,  R.N. 

Attendance  Supervisor 

Howell  S.  Carr 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 


Entrance  Age 

First  grade  registration  in  September  of  any  year 
will  be  limited  to  those  children  who  are  at  least  six  years 
of  age  or  who  will  become  six  years  of  age  on  or  before 
the  following  January  1.  There  will  be  no  exceptions 
made  to  this  ruling. 

Birth  Certificates 

Presentation  of  a  birth  certificate  is  required  for 
entrance  to  the  first  grade. 

Vaccination 

Every  child  who  enters  school  for  the  first  time 
must  present  a  certificate  of  vaccination  or  a  statement 
from  his  physician  that  vaccination  is  inadvisable. 


NO  SCHOOL  INFORMATION 
Elementary  School 

Whenever  it  seem  advisable  to  close  the  elemen¬ 
tary  school  the  notice  will  be  broadcast  over  Radio  Sta¬ 
tion  WPEP,  Taunton,  and  over  Radio  Station  WSAR, 
Fall  River. 


High  School 

Whenever  the  school  buses  can  be  safely  operated 
there  will  be  school  at  Dighton  High  School  unless  un¬ 
foreseen  emergencies  make  it  necessary  to  close.  In  the 
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event  of  closing,  the  information  will  be  specifically  an¬ 
nounced  over  the  radio  as  indicated  above  for  the  ele¬ 
mentary  school. 


Transportation 

The  law  requires  that  transportation  be  provided 
for  pupils  residing  more  than  two  miles  from  the  school 
attended  or  more  than  one  mile  from  the  nearest  bus 
stop.  Many  pupils  living  at  lesser  distances  along  estab¬ 
lished  routes  are  transported  if  the  seating  capacity  of 
the  bus  will  permit.  From  time  to  time  it  is  necessary 
to  refuse  transportation  to  some  of  those  living  under  the 
required  distance  when  our  buses  are  filled  to  capacity 
with  children  living  at  a  greater  distance. 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR 


School 

opens 

Calendar  Year  1953 

Dighton  High  School 

January 

5, 

1953 

closes 

February 

20, 

1953 

School 

opens 

March 

2, 

1953 

closes 

April 

17, 

1953 

School 

opens 

April 

27, 

1953 

closes 

June 

19, 

1953 

School 

opens 

September 

9, 

1953 

closes 

December 

23, 

1953 

School 

opens 

Elementary  School 

January 

5, 

1953 

closes 

February 

20, 

1953 

School 

opens 

March 

2, 

1953 

closes 

April 

17, 

1953 

School 

opens 

April 

27, 

1953 

closes 

June 

12, 

1953 

School 

opens 

September 

9,- 

1953 

closes 

December 

23, 

1953 

School  will  close  on  the  following  days: 

April  3  —  Good  Friday 

/ 

October  1  2  —  Columbus  Day 
October  30  —  Teachers'  Convention 
November  1  1  — Armistice  Day 
November  26  and  27  —  Thanksgiving  Recess 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


Receipts 


Appropriation 

$157,781.00 

Additional  appropriations: 

Transportation 

2,000.00 

Repairs 

700.00 

$160,481.00 

Expenditures 

General  Control 

$7,376.73 

Transportation 

1 1,463.40 

Teachers'  Salaries 

106,856.12 

Books 

2,268.22 

Supplies 

2,440.42 

Janitors'  Supplies 

12,407.23 

Fuel 

3,103.83 

Electricity 

1,743.64 

Gas 

139.67 

Janitors'  Salaries 

12,407.23 

Miscellaneous 

1,660.15 

Boiler  Repairs 

13.39 

Repairs 

2,652.63 

Health 

2,490.52 

New  Equipment 

1,383.49 

Library 

342.13 

Staff  Expenses 

96.25 

Tuition 

75.00 

Vocational  Education: 

Genera!  Shop — Day 

589.41 

Household  Arts— Day 

55.25 
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Dental  Fund  919.00 

Trans,  to  High  School  Athletic  Acct.  1,000.00 

Trans,  to  Dighton  Elem.  Cafeteria  Acct.  500.00 

Balance  .75 


$160,481.00 

NET  COST  TO  TOWN 

Expenditures,  1952  $160,480.25 

Receipts,  1952: 

Chapter  70,  General 


State  Aid 

$30,722.84 

Reimbursement,  Super- 

intendent's  Salary 

and  Travel 

2,426.66 

Reimbursement,  Vocational 

Education 

6,254.80 

Tuition: 

Berkley 

7,166.15 

Freetown 

9,000.00 

Rehoboth 

4,667.20 

Lakeville 

60.00 

Miscellaneous  Tuition 

435.80 

Miscellaneous  Receipts 

390.90 

Transportation 

6,555.04 

Dental  Clinic  Income 

445.00 

Total  Receipts,  1952  68,124.39 


Net  Cost  to  Town  $92,355.86 


8 
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REPORT  OF  THE 
SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


To  the  Citizens  of  Dighton: 

I  herewith  submit  my  tenth  annual  report  as  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Schools  of  Dighton.  Incorporated  here¬ 
in  is  the  report  of  the  School  Committee.  For  further 
information  relating  to  our  schools,  I  refer  you  to  the 
reports  of  the  school  nurse,  the  music  supervisor,  the 
elementary  school  principal,  and  the  high  school  prin¬ 
cipal. 


Financial 

The  budget  for  the  Dighton  Public  Schools  as  being 
submitted  for  1953  in  the  amount  of  $179,758.00  is 
$19,277.25  in  excess  of  the  1952  expenditures  of  $  1 60,- 
480.25.  However,  an  increase  in  income  reduces  the 
net  increase  to  $11,369.02.  This  change  in  the  gross 
budget  is  largely  due  to  teacher  salary  adjustments,  ad¬ 
ditional  transportation  costs,  additional  teachers,  and 
added  expenses  for  operating  the  new  elementary  school 
as  compared  with  operation  of  the  old  buildings. 

In  December  the  School  Committee  adopted  a  new 
salary  schedule  which  provides  for  a  higher  minimum 
and  a  higher  maximum.  This  new  schedule  does  not 
become  fully  effective  until  September  of  1 954.  In  1 954 
we  must  increase  our  expenditures  approximately 
$7,000.00  for  the  teacher  salary  item  alone. 
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Our  new  schedule  is  as  follows: 


Years  of 
Experience 

(Non-Bachelor’s 

Degree) 

Group  I 

(Bachelor’s 

Degree) 

Group  II 

(Master’s 

Degree) 

Group  m 

Period 

0 

2600.00 

2800.00 

3000.00 

Initial  Year 

1 

2700.00 

2900.00 

3100.00 

A 

2 

2800.00 

3000.00 

3200.00 

A 

3 

2900.00 

3100.00 

3300.00 

B 

4 

3050.00 

3250.00 

3450.00 

B 

5 

3200.00 

3400.00 

3600.00 

C 

6 

3350.00 

3550.00 

3750.00 

C 

7 

3500.00 

3700.00 

3900.00 

D 

3600.00 

3800.00 

4000.00 

D 

The  above  schedule  provides  for  an  increase  in  the 
minimum  of  $200,  annual  increments  of  $100  for  each 
of  the  first  three  years  of  experience,  and  $150  per  year 
for  each  year  thereafter  until  the  maximum  is  reached. 
The  maximum  is  $600  higher  than  provided  for  in  our 
former  schedule. 


A  teacher  receives  an  automatic  increase  of  $100 
for  15  semester  hour  credits  beyond  her  degree.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  this  schedule  a  teacher  may  attain  a  salary 
of  $4100  if  she  has  15  credits  beyond  a  Master's  De- 
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gree.  Additional  amounts  are  paid  to  coaches,  princi¬ 
pals,  and  supervisors. 

Personnel 

During  the  past  year  we  have  had  six  changes  of 
faculty  members  out  of  our  total  of  thirty-four.  One  of 
these  received  a  leave  of  absence  to  continue  his  edu¬ 
cation,  one  entered  the  armed  service,  two  are  teaching 
in  their  home  areas,  and  two  left  for  professional  ad¬ 
vancement.  Several  of  these  positions  were  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  fill,  partly  because  of  salary  inadequacies,  and 
partly  because  of  an  acute  shortage  of  teachers  in  cer¬ 
tain  fields.  We  feel  certain  that  our  new  salary  schedule- 
will  enable  us  to  be  in  a  better  position  in  filling  future 
vacancies. 

After  carefully  considering  the  problem  of  selec¬ 
tion  of  an  elementary  school  principal  for  several 
months,  the  School  Committee  chose  Mr.  Oliver  Collard 
of  Wellfleet  for  the  position.  Mr.  Collard  received  his 
Bachelor's  and  his  Master's  Degrees  from  Fitchburg 
Teacher's  College  and  has  had  experience  teaching  all 
grade  levels  from  the  first  through  the  high  school.  In 
addition  to  his  teaching  and  coaching  experiences  he 
has  done  considerable  work  in  guidance  and  has  held 
principalships  in  West  Brookfield,  Mass.,  Jacksonville, 
Vermont,  and  Wellfleet,  Mass. 

Miss  Rose  Borges  was  elected  as  vice  principal. 

Mr.  Louis  Carr,  formerly  a  custodian  at  the  Dighton 
High  School,  and  Mr.  John  Gray  who  was  custodian  at 
the  South  School  were  chosen  from  a  number  of  appli¬ 
cants  to  continue  this  type  of  position  at  the  new  ele¬ 
mentary  school.  Both  employees  resigned  in  December 
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and  were  replaced  by  Mr.  John  Pilling  of  Center  Street 
as  head  custodian  and  Mr.  Manuel  Mello  of  Center  Street 
as  assistant.  In  July,  Mr.  Charles  Leonard  commenced 
his  custodial  duties  at  Dighton  High  School. 

From  a  list  of  twenty-three  Dighton  applicants  for 
the  cafeteria  positions  at  the  elementary  school,  the 
Committee  elected  Mrs.  Alfrena  Bettencourt  as  manager 
and  Mrs.  Grace  French  and  Mrs.  Wilhelmina  Torres  as 
assistants. 

The  Committee  hoped  to  be  able  to  postpone  the 
selection  of  secretarial  help  for  Mr.  Collard  until  Sep¬ 
tember,  1953,  but  found  that  so  much  of  the  principal's 
time  was  spent  on  secretarial  details  that  immediate  pro¬ 
vision  for  assistance  was  necessary.  Mrs.  Hannah  Las¬ 
sen  was  elected  to  commence  her  duties  in  January, 
1953. 

By  making  certain  adjustments  in  the  high  school 
and  by  adding  one  instructor  we  are  able  to  offer  the 
services  of  our  household  arts  teacher,  and  both  our  phy¬ 
sical  education  teachers  to  the  elementary  program. 
Even  though  the  physical  education  part  of  the  program 
was  curtailed  during  the  Fall  months  because  of  in¬ 
complete  grounds  and  shortages  of  equipment,  the  new 
offerings  were  most  enthusiastically  received.  The  work 
of  these  three  instructors  is  now  confined  to  their  major 
fields  of  preparation. 

Elementary  School 

In  the  town  report  of  last  year  a  thorough  descrip¬ 
tion  of  our  new  school  was  given  and  needs  no  repetition 
here.  However,  as  a  matter  of  record,  I  feel  that  due 
credit  should  be  given  to  the  Building  Committee  for 


118 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


the  splendid  work  that  was  done,  not  only  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  of  the  building  itself,  but  also  in  the  selection  of 
equipment  and  in  the  landscaping  of  the  grounds.  The 
Committee  made  every  effort  to  spend  each  dollar  wise¬ 
ly  and  well,  consistent  with  the  fulfillment  of  the  great¬ 
est  needs  of  the  pupils.  At  times,  final  decisions  were 
delayed  for  long  periods  until  the  members  felt  sure  of 
the  necessity  of  the  item,  its  quality,  and  its  value.  In 
making  its  decisions  the  Committee  had  in  mind  the 
fact  that  the  purchase  of  inferior  equipment  is  as  un¬ 
sound  as  planning  for  inferior  construction. 

Because  of  the  lack  of  funds  several  projects  could 
not  be  taken  care  of  but  they  are  of  s*uch  nature  that  the 
school  program  is  not  seriously  affected  and  can  be 
taken  care  of  in  the  future.  Several  pianos  need  to  be 
reconditioned,  some  playground  equipment  is  desirable, 
the  removal  of  an  area  of  large  stones  and  ledge  would 
provide  more  playground  space,  certain  miscellaneous 
items  of  equipment  will  be  needed,  and  our  stage  light¬ 
ing  can  be  improved  upon.  Our  basic  needs  have  been 
more  than  adequately  met. 

Enrollment 

The  withdrawal  of  Rehoboth  students  has  decreased 
the  high  school  enrollment  from  308  last  year  to  272  at 
the  present  time.  This  number  will  increase  gradually 
as  larger  classes  are  graduated  from  the  grammar  schools 
in  Dighton,  Berkley  and  Freetown.  This  year  we  shall 
have  the  smallest  Dighton  Elementary  graduating  class 
in  many  years  but  hereafter  the  number  will  increase 
considerably.  An  enrollment  of  more  than  300  at  the 
High  School  is  highly  undesirable. 

Our  present  number  of  470  in  the  elementary  school 
is  likely  to  increase  beyond  the  500  mark  next  Septem- 
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ber.  Last  September  certain  adjustments  had  to  be  made 
in  our  first  and  second  grades  to  avoid  overcrowding  and 
the  School  Committee  is  planning  to  use  our  eighteenth 
room  for  an  extra  second  grade  next  year.  Our  problem 
will  be  settled  for  the  time  being  unless  we  have  an  extra 
large  first  grade.  A  total  of  500  pupils  will  give  an  av¬ 
erage  of  28  per  grade.  This  number  is  five  below  the 
State  average,  but  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  in  all  prob¬ 
ability  there  will  be  certain  grades  that  will  have  more 
pupils  than  we  would  like  to  have  enrolled.  By  utilizing 
all  eighteen  rooms  there  will  be  two  rooms  for  each  grade 
next  year  with  an  additional  room  for  the  second  grade 
and  for  the  fifth  grade. 


Repairs 

With  few  exceptions  the  repairs  and  maintenance 
at  Dighton  High  School  are  taken  care  of  by  the  custodi¬ 
ans  as  a  regular  part  of  their  work. 

The  following  work  was  accomplished. 

1.  Periodic  scrubbing,  sealing  and  waxing  of  all 
floors. 

2.  Installation  of  28  fluorescent  lights  taken 
from  old  schools. 

3.  Resurfacing  of  front  drive  and  north  drive  — 
outside  contract. 

4.  Seeding,  fertilizing,  and  rolling  of  football 
field. 

5.  Installation  of  water — contract. 

6.  Painting  of  walls  and  ceilings  of  first  and  sec¬ 
ond  floor  corridors  and  walls. 

7.  Painting  of  stair  wells,  town  clerk  s  office,  and 
assessors'  office. 
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8.  Painting  of  vocational  shop. 

9.  Overhaul  of  door  checks  and  lawn  mower. 

10.  Installation  of  two  Frigidaire  bubblers  on  stair 
landings.  (Gifts  of  Class  of  1952  and  Class 
of  1953.) 

1  1.  Trimming  and  care  of  shrubbery  and  trees. 

12.  Construction  of  stage  platform  for  gradu¬ 
ation. 

Because  of  the  type  of  construction  at  the  high 
school  the  problem  of  repair  and  maintenance  is  a  con¬ 
tinuing  and  expensive  one.  By  having  custodians  who 
are  capable  of  doing  the  major  portion  of  this  work  the 
Town  saves  considerable  money  each  year. 

Vocational 

Our  vocational  department  continues  to  be  a  valu¬ 
able  part  of  our  high  school  both  in  offering  the  type  of 
education  that  meets  the  needs  of  some  who  otherwise 
would  leave  school,  and  in  providing  the  work  experi¬ 
ences  that  enable  the  students  to  get  jobs.  Thirteen  of 
the  twenty-seven  boys  who  graduated  from  Dighton  High 
School  last  year  were  from  the  Vocational  Department. 
Through  the  efforts  of  our  vocational  instructors  all 
thirteen  were  placed  in  jobs  where  the  work  was  related 
to  their  shop  experiences.  Their  starting  wages  ranged 
from  $35.00  to  $72.00  per  week.  These  boys  were 
placed  in  such  concerns  as  Bristol  Jewelry,  Brown  and 
Sharpe.  Fentin  Motors,  Mac  Adam  Motors.  Dias  Motor 
Sales,  Smith  Studebaker,  and  Spencer  Thermostat. 

We  have  at  least  reached  the  point  in  this  depart¬ 
ment  where  we  are  as  well  equipped  as  one  can  reason- 
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ably  expect  but  we  must  continue  to  plan  certain  yearly 
additions  and  replacements  as  obsolescence  and  wear 
makes  such  action  advisable.  During  this  year,  through 
the  cooperation  of  the  State  Department  of  Vocational 
Education  we  were  able  to  replace  our  obsolete  miller 
with  a  Brown  and  Sharpe  hand  production  machine.  The 
old  lathe  was  replaced  by  a  South  Ben  13''  swing  lathe. 
Both  of  these  machines,  which  are  very  usable,  even 
though  they  are  second  hand,  were  set  up  and  put  into 
operable  condition  by  Mr.  Day. 

The  8  K.W.  power  plant  that  was  procured  four 
years  ago  from  war  surplus  for  the  nominal  sum  of 
$20.00  was  made  automatic  by  the  auto  shop  students 
and  moved  to  the  new  school.  The  Town  saved  approxi¬ 
mately  $2,000.00.  Many  items  of  equipment  were  pur¬ 
chased  during  this  year  from  war  surplus  for  use  in  the 
shops  as  well  as  in  other  departments  of  the  schools. 

It  seems  desirable  to  point  out  at  this  time  that  in 
order  to  encourage  vocational  education  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Massachusetts  reimburses  this  program  very 
heavily.  In  addition  to  tuitions  received  from  other 
towns  for  vocational  students,  Dighton  received  more 
than  six  thousand  dollars  from  the  State  for  this  purpose 
last  year.  There  is  a  reimbursement  of  fifty  per  cent, 
for  salaries,  janitor  service,  heat,  light,  power,  materials 
used  in  instruction,  replacement  of  tools  and  other  equip¬ 
ment,  books,  supplies,  repairs,  transportation,  and  up¬ 
keep. 


This  year  the  auto  shop  boys  as  part  of  their  train¬ 
ing  repainted  their  shop  which  had  become  very  dingy. 
This  project,  which  was  so  extensive  that  our  custodians 
could  not  find  time  to  work  it  into  their  schedule,  has 
been  a  must  for  several  years. 
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Lack  of  space  for  both  storage  and  instruction  pur¬ 
poses  in  the  woodworking  shop  as  well  as  in  the  auto  shop 
continues  to  handicap  us.  We  have  pointed  out  in  pre¬ 
vious  reports  that  spray  painting,  forge  work  and  welding 
is  done  out  of  doors  at  the  present  time.  We  have  no 
place  for  storage  of  finished  products  or  for  lumber  used 
in  production. 

In  the  near  future  we  hope  to  be  able  to  purchase 
a  power  hacksaw  and  a  20"  planer,  and  to  construct  a 
small  building  for  storage  purposes. 


Miscellaneous 

On  January  1st,  1953,  the  Dighton  High  School  tu¬ 
ition  rate  will  be  increased  to  $175  for  out  of  town  stu¬ 
dents.  This  amount  partially  covers  our  increased  costs. 

An  instructor  of  vocational  related  work  will  be 
added  to  our  faculty  in  September,  1953.  This  action 
is  required  by  the  State  Department. 

Because  of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  substitute 
teachers  the  Committee  increased  the  per  day  rate  from 
$8.00  to  $10.00  effective  as  of  September,  1952. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Fred  Harris  a  drive  was 
conducted  to  raise  money  for  the  purchasing  of  thirty- 
five  new  band  uniforms.  Part  of  the  cost  was  met  by 
the  transfer  of  monies  from  various  school  funds. 

Mr.  Charles  F.  Day  was  elected  by  the  Committee 
to  the  position  of  Director  of  the  Vocational  School  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  State  Department  of  Voca¬ 
tional  Education. 
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Conclusion 

We  are  all  pleased  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
townspeople  in  providing  for  the  fine  elementary 
building  for  our  boys  and  girls.  We  feel  certain 
that  as  our  program  develops  and  as  the  opportunities 
for  wider  experiences  are  provided,  the  children  of 
Dighton  are  going  to  develop  better  school  attitudes, 
achieve  higher  academic  standards,  learn  to  work  to¬ 
gether  better,  and  become  better  citizens  in  the  school 
as  well  as  in  the  community. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  the  townspeople  for  their 
continued  support  of  the  school  program.  This  support 
and  cooperation  is  vital  for  the  maintenance  of  efficien¬ 
cy  and  high  morale  in  our  schools.  The  interest  of  our 
School  Committee  in  improving  the  schools  should  be 
recognized  by  the  townspeople.  Let  us  endeavor  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  work  together  toward  the  common  goal  —  "the 
best  education  possible  for  the  boys  and  girls  of  Dight- 

u 

on. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  J.  ROLFE, 

Superintendent  of  Schools 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  NURSE 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

Dear  Mr.  Rolfe: 

I  hereby  submit  the  following  report  as  School 
Nurse  for  the  year  1952. 
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The  annual  physical  examinations  were  given  all 
pupils  enrolled  in  Dighton  schools  by  the  school  doctor, 
Dr.  Charles  M.  Souza.  Again  both  eye  examina¬ 
tions  and  hearing  tests  were  included  in  the  health  pro¬ 
gram.  If  at  any  time  any  of  the  results  are  question¬ 
able,  a  child  is  re-examined  and  the  parents  are  notified 
of  the  existing  condition. 

It  has  been  said  by  people  who  know,  that  the 
Dighton  Elementary  School  has  one  of  the  finest  and  best 
equipped  Health  Rooms  in  southeastern  Massachusetts. 
It  has  made  my  work  more  efficient  and  easier  to  meet 
the  great  increase  in  pupils  requiring  first  aid  treatment. 
Such  a  well  equipped  and  comfortable  room  makes  a 
program  for  increasing  good  health  habits  among  school 
children  very  popular  and  inspiring. 

The  Dental  Clinic  was  held  for  a  total  of  sixty-two 
days  with  four  hundred  pupils  in  attendance.  May  I  of¬ 
fer  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  many  parents,  citizens  and 
members  of  the  P.T.A.  who  have  provided  much  of  the 
transportation  for  this  program. 

Two  classes  of  home  nursing  were  offered  at  the 
high  school.  Twenty-two  Red  Cross  certificates  were 
awarded  upon  completion  of  these  courses. 

Again  I  wish  to  thank  the  school  authorities,  par¬ 
ents,  and  friends  for  their  constant  cooperation  and  sup¬ 
port  in  carrying  out  this  health  program. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


ESTHER  BOWDEN,  R.N. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE 
DIGHTON  HIGH  SCHOOL 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I  herewith  submit  my  fourth  annual  report  as  Prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Dighton  High  School. 

A  year  ago,  my  report  dealt  with  recommendations 
based  on  a  survey  of  the  more  important  departments  of 
the  Dighton  High  School.  This  report  will  discuss  our 
present  program  and  show  its  relationship  to  modern  ed¬ 
ucational  philosophy. 

Attendance 

With  only  eighteen  Rehoboth  students  registered 
this  year,  our  enrollment  as  of  October  1,  1952,  dropped 
to  272  students.  This  figure  will  remain  constant  for 
one  more  year,  at  which  time  the  last  of  the  smaller 
classes  will  have  graduated  and  our  enrollment  will  com¬ 
mence  to  climb. 

Enrollment  indicating  the  distribution  of  pupils  by 
towns  and  curricula  statistics  on  October  1,  1952,  fol¬ 
lows: 
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Curricula  Statistics 
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High  School  Prog 

ram 

The  program  of  studies  at  Dighton  High  School  pro¬ 
vides  for  three  distinct  courses  of  study,  each  of  which 
has  a  definite  goal  and  is  designed  to  meet  the  indi¬ 
vidual  needs,  abilities,  and  interests  of  all  students. 

The  College  Preparatory  Curriculum  prepares  for 
colleges,  nursing,  and  technical  schools.  Minimum  re¬ 
quirements  are  those  asked  for  by  most  colleges.  Stu¬ 
dents  select  additional  courses  under  the  guidance  of 
home  room  teachers  and  the  principal  to  insure  adequate 
preparation  for  the  vocation  and  school  selected.  One 
change  should  be  noted  in  the  program  of  all  courses. 
Health  Education  is  now  required  of  all  Freshmen  twice 
a  week.  This  academic  subject  was  formerly  in  the 
extra-curricula  program. 

The  Commercial  Curriculum  is  designed  to  give 
the  general  background  and  special  training  necessary 
to  prepare  pupils  for  the  business  field  as  general  office 
workers,  file  clerks,  typists,  stenographers,  secretaries, 
and  bookkeepers.  The  average  student  upon  graduation 
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will  have  reasonable  skill  in  general  office  procedure. 
This  course  is  weak  in  mathematics  in  the  last  two  years 
and  as  soon  as  a  faculty  member  has  the  time  available, 
it  is  planned  to  add  a  course  in  arithmetic  in  the  senior 
year. 


The  General  Curriculum  is  intended  for  those  stu¬ 
dents  who  do  not  plan  to  go  to  college  and  who  do  not 
wish  to  take  the  specific  vocational  training  which  is 
given  in  the  vocational  curriculum.  It  is  designed  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  broad  background  of  subjects  which,  when  com¬ 
bined  with  participation  in  the  various  extra-curricula 
activities,  will  prepare  pupils  to  live  as  active,  well- 
informed,  and  intelligent  citizens  who  realize  their  in¬ 
dividual  and  cooperative  responsibilities  to  communty, 
state,  nation  and  world. 

The  Vocational  Program  is  established  according  to 
the  standards  required  by  the  State  Department  of  Voca¬ 
tional  Education  and  is  designed  to  give  the  boys  who  se¬ 
lect  it,  general  and  specific  skill  in  machine  work,  auto¬ 
mobile  repairing  and  painting,  forge  work,  welding,  and 
woodworking.  This  course  provides  a  thorough  training 
in  the  use  of  hand  tools  and  electrical  equipment  such 
as  saws,  shaper,  joiner,  drill  press,  lathes,  and  miller. 

All  boys  spend  a  minimum  of  three  hours  in  the 
shops.  As  of  September,  1953,  arrangements  will  be 
made  so  that  one  half  of  the  time  out  of  shop  will  be  de¬ 
voted  to  mathematics  and  science.  This  will  enable  us 
to  meet  the  state  requirement  of  at  least  450  minutes  of 
related  work  per  week.  In  the  remaining  twenty-five 
per  cent,  of  the  day,  it  will  be  necessary  to  schedule  Eng¬ 
lish,  history,  physical  education,  guidance,  assemblies, 
and  extra-curricula  activities. 
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Our  present  educational  system  in  this  country  rec¬ 
ognizes  that  students  of  high  school  age  should  be 
trained  for  profitable  employment.  The  Vocational 
High  School  of  Dighton  aims  to  develop  in  each  student, 
dexterity  in  doing  a  variety  of  semi-skilled  industrial  pro¬ 
cesses  and  service  jobs. 

Methods  of  presenting  the  school  honor  roll  were 
investigated  during  the  year  and  a  change  from  letters 
to  "honors"  was  made.  The  following  interpretation  is 
now  in  use: 

All  A's  Highest  Honors 

At  least  three  A's  and  remainder  B's  High  Honors 
At  least  two  A's  and  remainder  B's  With  Honor 

All  B's  Honorable  Mention 

Many  schools  are  now  using  this  more  general  clas¬ 
sification  since  it  does  aid  in  eliminating  comparison  of 
the  number  of  A's  and  B's  between  students. 

Extra-Curricula  Program 

The  modern  school  today  has  to  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  all  students.  Many  of  these  requirements  are 
not  found  in  the  academic  program,  but  only  in  what  we 
call  the  extra-curricula  program.  This  program  has  now 
become  so  desirable,  the  wall  separating  subject  matter 
courses  and  clubs  is  gradually  disintegrating.  So  that 
the  public  may  be  acquainted  with  what  is  offered  in 
this  program,  the  following  activities  are  listed  as  being 
available  in  Dighton  High  School. 

Band,  Orchestra,  Boys'  Glee  Club,  Girls'  Glee  Club, 
Dramatic  clubs  (four),  Audio-Visual  Aids  Clubs  (two), 
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Driver  Education,  Home  Nursing  Clubs  (two),  Mechani¬ 
cal  Drawing  Club,  Varsity  Club,  Fishing  Club,  Photogra¬ 
phy  Club,  Science  Club,  Traypainting  Club,  French  Club, 
Typing  Clubs  (two),  Yearbook  Club,  Record  Club,  School 
Newspaper,  Dancing  Club,  Personality  Club,  Junior  Red 
Cross  Club,  and  Cooking  Cl’ub. 

Driver  Education  continues  to  be  a  problem  in  that 
we  cannot  give  the  necessary  time  to  all  seniors  who  wish 
to  obtain  licenses.  To  conduct  this  club  adequately, 
more  school  time  should  be  offered  or  extend  the  instruc¬ 
tion  beyond  the  school  hours. 

Our  school  newspaper,  known  as  the  "Beacon,"  is 
assembled  during  the  club  period,  but  is  printed  at  one 
of  the  local  newspaper  offices.  This  change  in  printing 
relieves  an  overburdened  commercial  department  and 
produces  a  periodical  more  like  a  commercial  news¬ 
paper  in  appearance. 

The  Dancing  Club  is  new  this  year  and  answers  an 
annual  demand  for  ballroom  instruction.  The  Handi¬ 
crafts  Club  was  dropped  because  of  lack  of  interest  and 
the  French  Club  was  revived  by  popular  demand. 

Through  this  program  we  will  strive  to  meet  the 
demands  of  young  people  that  cannot  be  given  through 
the  usual  academic  program. 


Guidance  Program 

Throughout  the  year,  it  was  the  guidance  policy  of 
our  school  to  place  pupils  in  close  contact  with  the  at¬ 
tractive  features  of  continuing  their  education  at  insti¬ 
tutions  of  higher  learning.  Talks  with  representatives  of 
several  such  schools  and  periodic  group  meetings  suc- 
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cessfully  helped  to  transmit  entrance  and  scholarship 
information  to  interested  seniors. 

All  members  of  the  Junior  Class  now  take  the  Bos¬ 
ton  University  Co-operative  Guidance  Battery.  Previ¬ 
ously  it  was  taken  on  a  voluntary  basis.  Results  from 
this  battery  of  tests  are  extremely  useful  in  suggesting 
particular  vocations.  A  similar  test  which  stresses  Eng¬ 
lish  and  mathematic  fundamentals  is  given  in  the  eighth 
grade.  However,  Boston  University  will  not  make  the 
eighth  grade  battery  available  in  the  future.  Our  plan  is 
to  substitute  a  condensed  form  of  a  mental  ability  test 
administered  by  our  own  factulty.  This  will  not  be  ade¬ 
quate,  but  it  will  partially  replace  the  previous  more  com¬ 
plete  battery  until  such  time  that  a  member  of  the  fac¬ 
ulty  can  be  named  to  take  over  the  guidance  program 
and  develop  a  complete  testing  plan. 

As  in  the  past,  the  Massachusetts  Employment 
Service  is  giving  all  seniors  not  continuing  their  educa¬ 
tion  beyond  High  School,  vocational  aptitude  tests. 
These  results  are  useful  in  placing  graduates  in  suitable 
positions. 

Our  guidance  program  will  continue  to  collect  as 
much  information  about  each  student  as  possible  and 
to  guide  each  student  towards  his  choice  of  a  school  or 
job.  This  program  will  also  attempt  to  aid  students  in 
meeting  the  problems  that  come  before  them  during 
school  and  post-school  life. 

Athletic  Program 

Our  atheltic  teams  did  not  win  as  many  games  as 
they  had  in  previous  years,  but  did  maintain  those  out¬ 
standing  qualities  of  sportsmanship,  fair  play,  and  great 
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spirit  that  is  typical  of  all  Dighton  High  School  teams.  A 
summary  of  games  won  and  lost  is  given  as  follows! 


Boys7  Basketball  Won  3 

Girls7  Basektball  Won  9 

(Narry  League  2nd  Place) 
Baseball  Won  12 

(Narry  League  2nd  Place) 
Football  Won  6 

(Narry  League  2nd  Place) 


Lost  1 4 

Lost  0  Tied  1 
Lost  3 
Lost  3 


It  is  our  aim  through  the  athletic  program,  to  de¬ 
velop  yc’ung  men  and  young  women  who,  while  exerting 
every  effort  to  win,  can  win  or  lose  with  grace. 


Cafeteria 

Each  year  the  cafeteria  continues  to  harass  us  with 
its  financial  problems.  To  continue  to  furnish  an  ade¬ 
quate  hot  lunch  at  the  present  prices  and  conduct  the 
program  without  cost  to  the  town,  necessitates  careful 
planning  and  time  consuming  price  comparisons.  The 
government  has  made  more  surplus  materials  available 
to  schools  this  year  and  only  through  these  surplus  com¬ 
modities  have  we  been  able  to  meet  our  expenses. 

The  greater  part  of  our  expenses,  labor,  and  sup¬ 
plies,  are  fixed  and  can  only  be  varied  slightly  as  prices 
increase.  Our  income,  to  meet  these  expenses  comes 
from  the  sale  of  hot  plates  to  abaut  fifty  per  cent,  of  the 
students  and  from  the  Federal  reimbursement  of  nine 
cents  on  each  hot  plate  sold.  We  receive  the  maximum 
reimbursement  from  the  Federal  School  Lunch  Program. 
It  is  doubtful  if  the  sale  of  hot  plates  can  be  increased 
further  as  we  are  now  serving  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  which  is  considered  to  be  very  good. 
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Assembly  Program 

Our  assembly  program  consists  of  educational 
speakers,  student  talent  and  exchange  assemblies  be¬ 
tween  neighboring  schools.  Our  paid  assemblies,  gener¬ 
ally  instructive  in  nature,  are  paid  for  by  monies  raised 
by  student  activities  and  generally  bring  in  speakers  and 
topics  not  available  through  the  regular  school  program. 
We  attempt  to  give  every  pupil  in  the  school  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  appear  before  the  student  body  and  express 
himself  in  some  way  before  a  large  group. 

Our  musical  organization  delivered  an  assembly  to 
Oliver  Ames  High  School  and  one  of  our  dramatic  clubs 
visited  Dartmouth  High  School.  In  turn,  these  two 
schools  were  our  guests  as  they  presented  assemblies  to 
our  student  body. 

In  closing  this  report,  may  I  express  my  apprecia¬ 
tion  to  you  and  to  members  of  the  School  Committee,  for 
your  close  support  of  the  educational  program  at  Dighton 
High  School. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  H.  GILLESPIE, 

Principal 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE 
DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I  herewith  submit  my  first  annual  report  as  Princi¬ 
pal  of  the  Dighton  Elementary  School.  This  report  will 
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of  necessity,  deal  with  events  and  activities  of  the  school 
that  have  happened  since  the  opening  of  the  new  build¬ 
ing. 


The  past  four  months  have  entailed  much  planning 
and  development  of  educational  philosophies  and  pro¬ 
cedures  as  well  as  overcoming  previous  conceptions  of 
educational  procedures  which  had  dealt  with  an  entirely 
different  situation. 

This  report  will  deal  only  with  those  events  and  ac¬ 
tivities  that  have  shown  definite  trends  or  results  as  well 
as  problems  that  confront  our  future  progress. 

The  School  Cafeteria 

Closeiy  related  to  the  health  problem  is  the  proper 
administration  of  the  cafeteria  relative  to  the  needs  of 
pupils.  The  school  cafeteria  is  the  outgrowth  of  the 
early  attempts  to  provide  for  indigent  and  hungry  chil¬ 
dren  at  very  low  cost.  Usually,  free  or  low-cost  I'unches 
were  furnished  only  to  elementary  school  children  be¬ 
cause  the  economic  selection  of  the  high  school  prevent¬ 
ed  most  of  the  indigents  from  entering  the  secondary 
schools.  Today,  the  lunch  program  has  developed  to  such 
an  extent  that  nearly  70  per  cent  of  all  school  pupils 
participate  in  the  National  School  Lunch  Program.  The 
program  has  gained  momentum  because  our  citizens 
have  discovered  that  good  food  habits  and  balanced 
meals  are  conducive  to  physical  and  mental  develop¬ 
ment.  Our  state  and  federal  governments  have  also  seen 
fit  to  appropriate  federal  and  state  funds  to  subsidize 

the  lunch  program. 

The  subsidy  enables  the  participating  schools  to 
receive  surplus  foods  purchased  with  federal  funds  and 
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distributed  to  the  participating  schools  at  nominal  costs 
(handling  and  storage  fees).  Each  school  receives  at  the 
end  of  each  month  a  cash  payment.  The  cash  payment 
is  based  on  the  total  number  served  during  the  month 
and  the  type  meal  served.  The  greater  the  participation, 
the  greater  the  cash  payment.  This  subsidy  —  surplus 
food  distribution  and  the  cash  payment  —  enables  the 
participating  schools  to  offer  well  balanced  meals  at  low 
cost  to  the  participants. 

The  citizens  of  this  town  have  also  seen  fit  to  in¬ 
clude  in  their  new  building  a  cafeteria  equipped  to  meet 
the  nutritional  needs  of  their  offspring  and  the  resulting 
participation  has  amply  rewarded  their  wise  judgment  — 
approximately  73  per  cent  of  the  school  enrollment  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  program. 

The  lunch  is  prepared  by  a  staff  of  three  full  time 
workers  assisted  by  students  who  assist  in  the  serving 
of  lunches,  washing  of  dishes,  and  general  clean-up. 

The  success  of  our  program  rests  mainly  with  stu¬ 
dent  participation.  Participation  can  only  be  guaran¬ 
teed  by  what  we  have  to  offer  the  student.  We  strive 
to  make  our  lunches  appealing  to  the  student  by  making 
them  appetizing  —  maintain  quality  —  and  provide  suf¬ 
ficient  quantity.  All  our  meals  are  in  accordance  with 
the  rules  and  regulations  set  forth  in  our  contract  with 
the  National  School  Lunch  Program. 

School  Activities 

School  activities  under  our  consolidated  system  pre¬ 
sents  many  problems  in  scheduling  and  organization. 
However,  rnuch  has  been  accomplished  in  so  short  a  space 
of  time  and  adverse  conditions. 
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Under  the  capable  and  enthusiastic  guidance  of 
Mr.  Usher,  our  music  program  has  developed  with 
amazing  results.  A  forty-piece  band  is  now  organized 
and  developed  to  the  point  where  it  has  participated  in 
a  school  assembly  program.  A  number  of  basic  instru¬ 
ments  and  players  are  needed  to  better  balance  the  ef¬ 
fectiveness  of  what  we  now  have.  Individual  and  group 
instructions  are  scheduled  daily  so  that  much  can  be 
expected  in  respect  to  the  quality  of  our  productions  be¬ 
fore  too  many  months  pass  by. 

A  choral  group  or  glee  club  has  been  recently 
formed  in  the  three  upper  classes  —  rehearsals  are  held 
twice  weekly. 

Students  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  have 
organized  and  published  a  school  paper  as  part  of  their 
Art  and  English  program. 

A  student  council  has  been  organized  and  students 
elected  to  serve  on  the  council.  Student  and  general 
school  problems  are  discussed  and  recommendations  are 
made  for  better  school  service. 

Stamps  and  cooperative  shares  are  sold  weekly. 
Many  valuable  experiences  are  gained  by  those  partici¬ 
pating.  This  program  is  carried  on  as  part  of  the  arith- 
metice  program  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades. 

Physical  education  has  been  handicapped  because 
of  playground  conditions  and  conflicts  in  program  sched¬ 
uling.  A  change  in  scheduling  for  next  year  is  recom¬ 
mended  so  that  classes  will  not  conflict  with  the  school 
lunch  program. 

Now  that  the  play  areas  about  the  building  have 
been  seeded  and  the  gymnasium  completed  a  program 
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suitable  to  the  needs  of  the  pupils  can  be  planned  and 
developed. 

There  is  a  need  of  playground  equipment  —  equip¬ 
ment  of  a  nature  that  will  help  develop  strong  healthy 
bodies  as  well  as  providing  opportunities  for  developing 
strong  qualities  of  character.  Much  time  and  thought 
should  be  given  this  matter  before  such  equipment  is 
purchased. 

Assembly  programs  have  been  planned  for  the  en¬ 
tire  year.  These  programs  are  planned  in  observance  of 
holidays  and  days  of  special  interest.  No  invitation  to 
the  general  public  has  been  extended  because  of  com¬ 
plications  that  would  arise  in  seating  an  audience.  How¬ 
ever,  we  have  had  a  number  of  parents  to  each  of  our 
assemblies  and  their  response  to  our  student  perform¬ 
ances  has  been  most  gratifying. 

The  activity  program  of  our  school  is  and  must  be 
an  ever  evolving  process  of  cooperative  effort  and  en¬ 
riching  experiences  for  each  and  all  of  us  —  students, 
teachers,  parents,  and  community.  Our  schools'  assign¬ 
ment  and  summons  is  to  discover,  awaken,  and  develop 
latent  personal  power  of  our  pupils  and  to  channel  the 
resulting  current  through  democratic  ideals  and  con¬ 
scious  service  to  an  enduring  and  powerful  citizenship. 

Audio-Visuaf  Program 

The  problem  of  the  improvement  of  the  classroom 
environment  into  which  we  bring  learners  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  explaining  socially  important  information  is  ever 
with  us.  The  problem  mounts  toward  new  proportions 
of  seriousness  today,  since  all  about  us  there  are  evi¬ 
dences  of  an  expanding  world  environment  of  changing 
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cultural  patterns,  scientific  advancement,  and  shifting 
political  ideologies  which  challenge  us  not  only  because 
we  must  keep  abreast  of  them  information-wise,  but  pri¬ 
marily  because  our  very  safety  and  future  social  and  in¬ 
dividual  existence  is  at  stake. 

This  problem  can  best  be  served  through  a  well 
planned  and  coordinated  audio-visual  program. 

Audio-visual  education  emphasizes  the  value  of 
concrete  experiences  in  the  learning  process  as  opposed 
to  purely  verbal  or  symbolic  experiences.  It  is  not  an 
end  in  itself;  it  is  a  means  toward  the  end.  It  should  be 
geared  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  curriculum.  Audio¬ 
visual  materials  are  tools  for  the  implementation  of  the 
curriculum. 

The  problem  of  the  use  of  audio-visual  materials 
in  the  school  program  involves  making  accessible  to  the 
teacher  all  the  audio-visual  services  needed  to  help  him 
to  provide  a  good  learning  situation  within  the  classroom. 
It  is  imperative  that  certain  basic  services  should  be  pro¬ 
vided  in  order  to  have  the  proper  tools  to  use.  Some  of 
these  services  are: 

1.  A  person  in  the  building  trained  in 
the  use  of  audio-visual  materials. 

2.  The  following  equipment  should  be 
accessible  at  all  times: 

a.  Standard  lantern  slide  projector; 

b.  A  combination  2x2  and  film  strip 
projector; 

c.  An  opaque  projector; 

d.  Magnetic  tape  recorder; 
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e.  Three  speed  record  player; 

f.  Sound  motion  picture  projector  (16  mm); 

g.  Daylight  screen; 

h.  Radio  (FM  &  AM). 

3.  Supplies  for  making  learning  materi¬ 
als  should  be  available: 

a.  Materials  for  hand-made  lantern  slides; 

b.  Photographic  materials; 

c.  Materials  for  bulletin  board; 

d.  Poster  and  exhibit  materials; 

e.  Materials  for  sound  recordings. 

4.  Opportunities  should  be  provided  for 
field  trips,  work  experiences,  etc. 

5.  In-service  training  in  the  proper  util¬ 
ization  of  materials  and  equipment  should  be 
provided  for  all  staff  members. 

6.  An  audio-visual  library  service  should 
be  maintined  in  each  school  in  order  to  ac¬ 
quaint  the  teacher  with  literature  in  the  field. 
This  service  should  include  such  items  as 
books,  periodicals,  teacher  guides,  film  and 
slide  catalogs,  and  material  lists. 

Some  materials  that  should  be 
readily  accessible  are: 

a.  Films; 

b.  Slides  (all  kinds); 

c.  Strip  films,  film  rolls; 

d.  Recordings; 

e.  Live  radio  programs  and  television; 

f.  Picture  collections; 

g.  Exhibits. 
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Teachers  often  fail  to  use  audio-visual  materials 
simply  because  they  are  inaccessible  at  the  time  they 
are  needed.  Availability  of  these  materials  is  of  pri¬ 
mary  importance. 

In  conclusion  the  use  of  audio-visual  materials  is  es¬ 
sential  in  the  school  program  because  programs  and  pur¬ 
posely  planned  arrangements  for  the  learning  of  chil¬ 
dren,  and  children  learn  by  starting  with  the  concrete 
and  going  on  to  the  abstract. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  students, 
members  of  the  faculty,  custodians,  kitchen  staff,  par¬ 
ents  and  friends  of  this  school  for  their  cooperation  and 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  school. 

Yc*ur  assistance  and  cooperation  as  Superintendent 
of  Schools  and  that  of  the  School  Committee  has  made 
my  task  a  pleasant  and  an  enjoyable  one. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

OLIVER  J.  COLLARD, 

Principal,  Dighton  Elementary  School 


REPORT  OF  THE  MUSIC  SUPERVISOR 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

Dear  Mr.  Rolfe: 

This  is  my  first  annual  report  as  music  supervisor 
in  the  Dighton  Public  Schools.  For  this  reason  it  is  im¬ 
possible  for  me  to  objectively  analyze  our  music  program 
by  comparing  it  with  what  it  was  last  year.  This  report 
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might  be  of  more  value,  then,  if  it  contained  a  diagnosis 
of  our  present  music  program,  pointing  out  any  weak 
points  it  might  have  and  prescribing  any  treatments 
which  would  help  to  improve  upon  it. 

The  elementary  school  vocal  program  is  being  car¬ 
ried  on  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  with  weekly  visits  to 
each  classroom  by  the  music  supervisor.  Daily  treatment 
of  uncertain  singers  in  the  first  three  grades  is  an  im¬ 
portant  part  of  our  program.  Note  singing  from  a  text¬ 
book  is  begun  during  the  latter  half  of  grade  II  and  is 
carried  on  through  the  eighth  grade.  Each  grade  level 
presents  to  the  student  several  new  musical  problems, 
until,  at  the  end  of  grade  eight,  all  the  fundamental 
rhythmic  and  melodic  problems  of  vocal  music  have  been 
considered. 

My  report  would  not  be  completely  honest  if  it 
omitted  any  specific  comment  about  our  vocal  music  sit¬ 
uation  in  grades  seven  and  eight.  This  particular  age 
group  is  generally  a  problem  musically  throughout  the 
nation.  One  contributing  factor  to  this  situation  is  the 
boy's  changing  voice.  His  changing  voice  not  only 
makes  it  difficult  to  determine  which  part  a  boy  should 
sing,  but  it  makes  the  boy  himself  uncomfortable  and 
self-conscious.  This  in  turn  often  leads  to  a  feeling  of 
dislike  for  music,  which,  if  allowed  to  continue,  may  de¬ 
velop  into  a  serious  problem  of  discipline.  The  only  way 
to  solve  such  a  situation  is  to  make  the  music  period  en¬ 
joyable  as  well  as  educational.  Such  a  twofold  objective 
requires  the  guiding  hand  of  a  classroom  teacher  with 
exceptional  abilities.  Anything  short  of  complete  under¬ 
standing  on  the  part  of  this  one  teacher  may  have  far- 
reaching  effects  on  a  large  part  of  our  vocal  program, 
for  within  two  years  these  seventh  and  eighth  grade  stu¬ 
dents  will  form  a  large  part  of  our  high  school  glee  clubs. 
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The  vocal  situation  at  the  high  school  level  is  good. 
The  girls'  glee  club  numbers  over  one  hundred  voices, 
and  there  are  forty-five  boys  in  the  boy's  glee  club.  In 
order  to  maintain  this  interest  in  glee  club  work  at  the 
high  school  level,  I  am  continuing  our  elementary  school 
glee  club  of  sixty  voices.  This  group  acts  as  an  excel¬ 
lent  "feeder"  for  our  high  school  glee  clubs. 

The  instrumental  program  at  the  elementary  school 
offers  instruction  to  every  student  in  grades  four  through 
eight.  Twenty-seven  beginning  students  have  started 
instruction  this  year  on  a  varied  assortment  of  instru¬ 
ments.  We  have  an  elementary  school  band  of  thirty- 
five  members.  This  number,  of  course,  does  not  include 
the  above-mentioned  twenty-seven,  most  of  whom  will 
join  the  band  as  soon  as  their  proficiency  allows. 

Our  high  school  band  and  orchestra  are  now  able 
to  function  as  units  made  up  entirely  of  high  school  stu¬ 
dents.  There  are  forty  members  in  the  band  and  thirty 
members  in  the  orchestra.  The  band  played  at  many  as¬ 
semblies  during  the  first  half  of  the  school  year  and 
made  a  half-time  appearance  at  every  football  game. 
The  orchestra  is  now  preparing  to  present  a  program  at 
the  senior  play  in  April. 

There  are  several  community  symphony  orchestras 
in  our  vicinity  offering  an  excellent  carry-over  for  any 
one  interested  in  playing  in  such  an  organization  after 
graduation  from  high  school.  This,  together  with  the 
obvious  educational  value  of  a  strong  orchestral  pro¬ 
gram,  makes  me  feel  that  our  string  program  in  the 
lower  grades  must  be  speeded  up  somewhat  to  meet  the 
need.  We  have  ten  string  players  in  the  high  school  or¬ 
chestra  and  fifteen  more  coming  up  through  the  grades. 
It  will  be  my  aim  to  improve  upon  these  figures  until  our 
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high  school  orchestra  reaches  the  same  degree  of  excel¬ 
lence  as  that  enjoyed  by  our  high  school  band. 

In  attempting  to  fill  all  the  musical  needs  in  any 
school  situation,  the  music  supervisor  must  not  overlook 
the  value  of  music  appreciation.  In  this  one  phase  of 
musical  education  a  great  many  students  can  be  exposed 
to  music,  which,  through  its  very  greatness,  has  become 
a  part  of  our  culture.  To  ignore  this  opportunity  would 
be  to  limit  such  knowledge  only  to  those  who  are  fortu¬ 
nate  enough  to  play  musical  instruments.  This  does  not 
seem  to  be  entirely  within  our  philosophy  of  "music  for 
all."  I  shall  attempt  to  make  a  certain  amount  of  music 
appreciation  available  to  the  students  of  the  Dighton 
schools  in  the  future. 

So  much,  then,  for  my  diagnosis  of  our  Dighton  mu¬ 
sic  program.  It  remains  for  me  only  to  say  that  the  over¬ 
all  situation  is  very  good.  What  few  treatments  I  have 
prescribed  in  the  above  paragraphs  will  do  much  to  make 
it  even  better,  offering  more  opportunities  to  more  stu¬ 
dents  and,  at  the  same  time,  adding  to  the  excellency 
of  our  musical  organizations. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  F.  USHER,  JR., 

Music  Supervisor 
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HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATION 

Dighton  High  School 
High  School  Auditorium,  June  19,  1952 


PROGRAM 

Overture — "Consecration"  Keler  Bela 

Orchestra 

*Processional  March — "Praise  Ye  the  Father"  Gounod 

March  Pontificale 
Orchestra 

Invocation — 

Rev.  John  F.  Laughlin 
St.  Peter's  Church,  Dighton 

Welcome — 

Clinton  Davis 
President  of  Class 

Alto  Solo  — "Summertime"  Gershwin 

Janet  Barry 

Student  Address — Freedom,  The  American  Way 

Margaret  Borden 

Student  Address — Designs  For  Peace 

Elizabeth  Rose 

Selection — "Onward  Christian  Soldiers"  Sullivan 

Senior  Class 

Address — 

Dr.  J.  Wendell  Yeo 
Dean  of  the  Boston  University 
School  of  Education 
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Presentation  of  Awards — 

Edward  H.  Gillespie 
Principal 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Medal 

D.A.R.  History  Medal 

D.A.R.  Good  Citizen  Award 

John  Charves  Award 

Commercial  Award 

Bion  L.  Pierce  Awards 

Scholarship  Awards 

CpI.  John  Dutra  Memorial  Award 

Trombone  Solo — "Favorite"  Hartman 

Frank  Allen 

fPresentation  of  Diplomas — 

Wyman  Hawkes 

Chairman  of  Dighton  School  Committee 
Selection — 

"May  The  Good  Lord  Bless  And  Keep  You"  Willson 

Senior  Class 

Benediction — 

Rev.  William  C.  Moore 
Methodist  Church,  Myricks  and  Dighton 

Recessional  March — 

"A  National  Medley"  arranged  by  Herfurth 

Orchestra 

Frederick  A.  Harris,  Jr. 

Supervisor  of  Music 

"The  audience  is  requested  to  remain  seated  during  the 
Processional  March. 

tThe  audience  is  requested  to  refrain  from  applause  un¬ 
til  all  diplomas  have  been  distributed. 
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CLASS  OF  1952 


Dorothy  Evelyn  Abrams 
John  L.  Adams,  Jr. 
fFrank  Hummer  Allen 
^Charles  Munroe  Ashley 
*Shirley  Babbitt 
Janet  Slader  Barry 
John  Allen  Berger 
*  Edward  J.  Bliss 
Audrey  Ann  Boler 
fMargaret  Ruth  Borden 
Milton  E.  Bradley 
Daniel  D.  Cambra 
Kenneth  Carpenter 
Louis  Carpenter,  Jr. 

James  Paul  Carvalho 
Irene  Chace 
Joyce  Louise  Costa 
*Mary  Costa 

Marilyn  Blanche  Crawford 
Marcia  Cudworth 
Alice  Josephine  Darling 


Clinton  V.  Davis,  Jr. 
Florence  Elizabeth  Delano 
Julia  Anne  Donahue 
David  Gerald  Dutra 
G.Welton  Eckilson 
*Ann  Erickson 
Edith  Fernandes 
Dolores  Rose  Ferreira 
June  Louise  Ferreira 
James  Joseph  Furtado 
James  E.  Garrity 
Beverly  Ann  Gilmore 
Everett  W.  Grassie,  Jr. 
*Virginia  Francis  Gray 
*Joyce  Anne  Gurney 
*Janet  Baker  Henry 
Elizabeth  Jean  Higgins 
*Ma ry  Louisa  Hill 
Carol  Ann  Horton 
fMuriel  Margaret  Hulbert 
Joan  Gladys  Kay 
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*Joan  Aurilla  Knight 
Sven  A.  Kristofferson,  Jr. 
Donald  E.  Letourneau 
Joseph  M.  Lopes,  Jr. 

Mary  Lucy  Mace  do 
Robert  MacVicar 
Lois  Emily  Maddern 
*  Marjorie  Alice  McLean 
*Theresa  May  Medeiros 
Rosemarie  A.  Menard 
*Helen  Ann  Miguel 
Marjorie  Moody 
William  M.  O'Connell 
*Rita  Yvonne  Ouellette 
""Virginia  Perry 
Dorothy  Jean  Pina 
William  P.  M.  Pittsley 
Donald  Herbert  Potter,  Jr. 
■(■Elizabeth  Ann  Rose 
t Irene  Rose 


Lorraine  Kathleen  Rose 
Eleanor  Amie  Sherman 
Ezilda  A.  Silva 
Lolita  Trinidad  Silva 
Olga  Joyce  Silvia 
Fred  Smith 

Frank  Carpenter  Smith 
Muriel  Louise  Smith 
tNorma  Sousa 
Alice  Constance  Souto 
*Odelia  Souza 

*Constance  Dolores  Tangua> 
Lawrence  E.  Terry,  Jr. 

Claire  Jeannette  Tessier 
*Norma  June  Tingley 
Joan  Estelle  Tranter 
Natalie  Mae  Vasconcellos 
William  F.  Virdinlia 
Ronald  E.  Young 


f  First  Honors — An  average  of  A-  or  more  for  four  years. 
""Second  Honors — An  average  of  B  to  A-  for  four  years. 
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Class  Officers 


Clinton  Davis 
Fred  Smith 
Joyce  Gurney 
Julia  Donahue 


President 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 


Class  Motto 

"Go  thou,  and  first  establish  democracy 
in  thy  household" 


Class  Advisor 

Eleanor  S.  Smith 


Dighton  School  Committee 

Wyman  Hawkes,  Chairman 
Mrs.  James  Carr,  Secretary 
Peter  Tuttle,  Financial  Secretary 
Charles  Swartz  Lawrence  Mendoza 

Anthony  Andrews 

John  J.  Rolfe,  Superintendent  of  Schools 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES 


DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 


June  11,  1952 


Processional 


Rev.  William  Dolan 


Invocation 


A  Song  of  America 

A  musical  Saga  of  Our  Country's  Founding — 
A  Fred  Waring  presentation  adapted  for  the 
use  of  the  graduating  class. 

Presentation  of  Diplomas — 

Peter  R.  Tuttle 


Financial  Secretary 
Dighton  School  Committee 


Selection — Class  Song 


Paul  Bliss 


Benediction 


Rev.  James  K.  Allen 


Recessional 


Frederick  A.  Harris,  Jr. 
Music  Supervisor 


John  J.  Rolfe 
Superintendent  of  Schools 


Historic  narration  and  choric  presentation  by  members 
of  the  graduating  class. 
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GRADUATES 


Evelyn  May  Adams 
Gilbert  Amaral,  J r. 

Judith  Mae  Atwood 
William  F.  Benevides,  Jr. 
Gail  Ann  Boothroyd 
Rosemary  Borden 
Elaine  Mary  Broadbent 
Robert  Charles  Brooks 
Marion  Beverly  Carpenter 
Richard  Donald  Carpentier 
Howell  Simmons  Carr,  Jr. 
Lionel  Theodore  Carr 
David  Allen  Carvalho 
Dennis  Andrew  Carvalho 
Joseph  Carvalho,  Jr. 

Henry  Catabia 
Lucille  Lauise  Catabia 
Patricia  Ann  Donlon 
William  Duarte,  Jr. 

Eunice  Louise  Eddy 
Shirley  Ann  Ferreira 
Henry  Pettis  Goff,  II 
Rose  Marie  Goulart 
Roland  Guillet 
Shirley  Ann  Horton 
George  Eric  Jack 
David  O.  Joy 
Richard  H.  Kherlopian 
Patricia  Ruth  Knox 


Patricia  Rose  Lenney 
Lena  Massa  Lopes 
Carol  Ann  Machado 
Pauline  Medeiros 
Lorraine  Mae  Motta 
Marlene  Anne  Nixon 
William  Eugene  Nixon 
Augustus  D.  O'Connell 
Leocadia  R.  Pelletier 
Jeanette  May  Pina 
Eugenia  Pontes 
Betsey  Williams  Reed 
Kenneth  Braley  Rose 
Ruth  Ann  Sears 
Elizabeth  A.  Sherman 
Delores  P.  Silva 
Edward  A.  Silvia 
Eleanor  Nancy  Souza 
Weston  H.  Stafford 
Irene  M.  Stanley 
Ellis  E.  Strange,  Jr. 
Donald  Alan  Tranter 
Carolyn  Ruth  Vickers 
Carlton  L.  Willette 
Ora  B.  Wordell 
William  Bernard  Wynne 
Jon  David  Bettencourt 
Barbara  Ruth  Kay 


ENROLLMENT  OCTOBER  1,  1952 

DIGHTON  SCHOOLS 
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ENROLLMENT  BY  SCHOOLS 

(October  1,  1952) 


Dighton  High  School  272 

Dighton  Elementary  School  470 


742 


Tuition  Pupils  —  Dighton  High  School: 

Regular 

Berkley 

Freetown 

Rehoboth 

Taunton 

Lakeville 

Vocational 

Berkley 

Freetown 

Rehoboth 


47 

48 
17 

1 

1 


5 

5 

1 


125 


Net  Total  Enrollment  —  Dighton  Pupils 


617 
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